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INTRODUCTION

Background

On 03 June 2021, the Planning Inspectorate (the Inspectorate) on behalf of the
Secretary of State (So0S) received a scoping request from Liverpool Bay CCS UK
Limited (the Applicant) under Regulation 10 of the Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the EIA Regulations) for
the proposed HyNet North West Carbon Dioxide Pipeline (the Proposed
Development).

In accordance with Regulation 10 of the EIA Regulations, an Applicant may ask
the SoS to state in writing its opinion ‘as to the scope, and level of detail, of the
information to be provided in the environmental statement’.

This document is the Scoping Opinion (‘the Opinion’) provided by the
Inspectorate on behalf of the SoS in respect of the Proposed Development. It is
made on the basis of the information provided in the Applicant’s reports entitled
Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report which was submitted in five
parts - the Scoping Report, Appendix A (Part 1 of 3), Appendix A (Part 2 of 3),
Appendix A (Part 3 of 3) and Appendix B.

This Opinion can only reflect the proposals as currently described by the
Applicant. The Scoping Opinion should be read in conjunction with the
Applicant’s Scoping Report.

The Applicant has notified the SoS under Regulation 8(1)(b) of the EIA
Regulations that they propose to provide an Environmental Statement (ES) in
respect of the Proposed Development. Therefore, in accordance with Regulation
6(2)(a) of the EIA Regulations, the Proposed Development is EIA development.

Regulation 10(9) of the EIA Regulations requires that before adopting a scoping

opinion the Inspectorate must take into account:

(a) any information provided about the proposed development;

(b) the specific characteristics of the development;

(c) the likely significant effects of the development on the environment; and

(d) in the case of a subsequent application, the environmental statement
submitted with the original application.

This Opinion has taken into account the requirements of the EIA Regulations as
well as current best practice towards preparation of an ES.

The Inspectorate has consulted on the Applicant’s Scoping Report and the
responses received from the consultation bodies have been taken into account
in adopting this Opinion (see Appendix 2).

The points addressed by the Applicant in the Scoping Report have been carefully
considered and use has been made of professional judgement and experience
in order to adopt this Opinion. It should be noted that when it comes to consider
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the ES, the Inspectorate will take account of relevant legislation and guidelines.
The Inspectorate will not be precluded from requiring additional information if it
is considered necessary in connection with the ES submitted with the application
for a Development Consent Order (DCO).

This Opinion should not be construed as implying that the Inspectorate agrees
with the information or comments provided by the Applicant in their request for
an opinion from the Inspectorate. In particular, comments from the Inspectorate
in this Opinion are without prejudice to any later decisions taken (e.g. on
submission of the application) that any development identified by the Applicant
is necessarily to be treated as part of a Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project (NSIP) or Associated Development or development that does not require
development consent.

Regulation 10(3) of the EIA Regulations states that a request for a scoping
opinion must include:

(a) a plan sufficient to identify the land;

(b) a description of the proposed development, including its location and
technical capacity;

(c) an explanation of the likely significant effects of the development on the
environment; and

(d) such other information or representations as the person making the
request may wish to provide or make.

The Inspectorate considers that this has been provided in the Applicant’s
Scoping Report. The Inspectorate is satisfied that the Scoping Report
encompasses the relevant aspects identified in the EIA Regulations.

In accordance with Regulation 14(3)(a), where a scoping opinion has been
issued in accordance with Regulation 10 an ES accompanying an application for
an order granting development consent should be based on ‘the most recent
scoping opinion adopted (so far as the proposed development remains
materially the same as the proposed development which was subject to that
opinion)’.

The Inspectorate notes the potential need to carry out an assessment under The
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (‘the Habitats
Regulations’), as amended by The Conservation of Habitats and Species
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019, as amended by The Conservation of
Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019. This
assessment must be co-ordinated with the EIA in accordance with Regulation
26 of the EIA Regulations.

The Planning Inspectorate’s Consultation

In accordance with Regulation 10(6) of the EIA Regulations the Inspectorate
has consulted the consultation bodies before adopting a scoping opinion. A list
of the consultation bodies formally consulted by the Inspectorate is provided at
Appendix 1. The consultation bodies have been notified under Regulation
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11(1)(a) of the duty imposed on them by Regulation 11(3) of the EIA
Regulations to make information available to the Applicant relevant to the
preparation of the ES. The Applicant should note that whilst the list can inform
their consultation, it should not be relied upon for that purpose.

The list of respondents who replied within the statutory timeframe and whose
comments have been taken into account in the preparation of this Opinion is
provided, along with copies of their comments, at Appendix 2, to which the
Applicant should refer in preparing their ES.

The ES submitted by the Applicant should demonstrate consideration of the
points raised by the consultation bodies. It is recommended that a table is
provided in the ES summarising the scoping responses from the consultation
bodies and how they are, or are not, addressed in the ES.

Any consultation responses received after the statutory deadline for receipt of
comments will not be taken into account within this Opinion. Late responses will
be forwarded to the Applicant and will be made available on the Inspectorate’s
website. The Applicant should also give due consideration to those comments in
preparing their ES.
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THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Introduction

The following is a summary of the information on the Proposed Development
and its site and surroundings prepared by the Applicant and included in their
Scoping Report. The information has not been verified and it has been assumed
that the information provided reflects the existing knowledge of the Proposed
Development and the potential receptors/ resources.

Description of the Proposed Development

The Applicant’s description of the Proposed Development, its location and
technical capacity (where relevant) is provided in Sections 2 and 3 of the
Scoping Report.

The Proposed Development is for the installation of Carbon Capture and Storage
(CCS) infrastructure, including an underground carbon dioxide (CO;) pipeline
extending from Cheshire, England to Flintshire, Wales and associated Above
Ground Installations (AGI) and Block Valve Stations (BVS). The Proposed
Development forms part of a wider scheme known collectively as the HyNet
North West hydrogen supply and CCS project (‘the Wider Scheme’). The
Proposed Development seeks to facilitate transportation of compressed CO;
captured from existing (e.g. local industry) and future (e.g. hydrogen production
plants) sources in north-west England to an offshore CO, storage facility located
within the Liverpool Bay area.

The precise location and design of each element of the Proposed Development
has not been defined at this stage in the EIA process. However, the Scoping
Report states that a 100m wide corridor has been adopted which represents the
maximum extent of the Proposed Development, including temporary
construction works. The Scoping Report states that while the 100m corridor is
considered to be the maximum extent of permanent and temporary construction
works, further work will be undertaken to identify the land that would be
required for temporary construction compounds, laydown/storage areas and
access/haul routes.

The CO; pipeline would be buried at a minimum depth of 1.2m. Figures included
in Appendix A (Part 1 of 3) of the Scoping Report identify indicative areas within
the application site for each element of the Proposed Development.

The Scoping Report states the following works are to be delivered under the
Development Consent Order (DCO) for the Proposed Development:

Grinsome Road AGI to Alcohols Site AGI CO- Pipeline

e 5.5km pipeline (up to 20 inches in diameter) transporting up to 2.5 million
tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of CO, at a pressure of 35 barg from Grinsome
Road AGI located in Ince, Cheshire to Alcohols Site AGI located within the
Stanlow Refinery site, east of Ellesmere Port, Cheshire. Two route options are
described in Table 3-1 of the Scoping Report.
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Alcohols Site AGI to Flint AGI CO, Pipeline

32km pipeline (up to 36 inches in diameter) transporting up to 10 Mtpa of
CO; at a pressure of 35 barg from the Alcohols Site AGI located on land north
of Connah’s Quay, England to Flint AGI located on land south of Flint, Wales.
The Applicant has separated the Alcohols Site AGI to Flint AGI CO; Pipeline
into sub-sections 1-4 for the purposes of the EIA. Three route options are
described for Sections 2 and 4 in Table 3-1 of the Scoping Report.

Above Ground Installations (AGIs)

Grinsome Road AGI:

- AGI (area approximately 64m x 34m) to be sited at one of two possible
locations adjacent to the CF Fertiliser Plant, Ince, Cheshire. Grinsome
Road AGI comprises of Pipeline Inspection Gauge (PIG) launcher
facilities, CO; vent facilities, a connection flange into the Protos Biomass
Power Plant, a pipeline into the CF Fertiliser Plant and provision for
future local emitters.

Alcohols Site AGI:

- AGI to be sited within the Stanlow Refinery site, Cheshire, England.
Alcohols Site AGI comprises of PIG receiver/ launch facilities and
connections to other emitters (e.g. proposed Hydrogen Plants). The
approximate area of the Alcohols Site AGI has not been specified in the
Scoping Report.

Flint AGI:

- AGI (area approximately 99m x 72m) to be sited at one of three
possible locations south of Flint, Wales. The Flint AGI will connect the
Alcohols Site AGI to Flint AGI CO; Pipeline to the existing pipeline
between Flint AGI and the Point of Ayre and comprises of PIG receiver/
launch facilities and CO, vent facilities.

Associated Infrastructure:

- AGIs would require the construction of associated infrastructure,
including valves, control mechanisms, lighting, parking provisions,
access arrangements and instrumentation. The scale, nature and
location of associated infrastructure has not been described in the
Scoping Report.

Block Valve Stations (BVS)

Multiple BVS (area approximately 35m x 25m) located along the Alcohols Site
AGI to Flint AGI CO. Pipeline. The number and location of these BVS is yet to
be determined.

Four BVS (area approximately 35m x 25m) located along the existing natural
gas pipeline between Flint and PoA. The location of these BVS are shown in
Appendix A (Part 1 of 3) of the Scoping Report.

Other Works
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e Installation of Cathodic Protection (CP) Transformer Rectifier Cabinets (‘the
CP system’), including below ground cabling/ground beds and above ground
rectifier cabinets, along the length of the Proposed Development. The size,
number and location of CP systems has not been described in the Scoping
Report.

e Ancillary works, including temporary construction compounds (area
approximately 47m x 47m), temporary laydown/storage areas and temporary
access/haul routes connecting to the Proposed Development from the local
road network. The size (excluding temporary construction compounds),
number and location of ancillary works has not been described in the Scoping
Report.

The Scoping Report does not specify the heights of any of the structures
associated with the Proposed Development. However, paragraph 10.3.7 of the
Scoping Report states that the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) has been
defined using building heights of 3m, 6m and 9m. Paragraph 10.2.2 of the
Scoping Report states that the maximum height of the BVS would be 3m
(compound fence).

Operation of the Proposed Development requires repurposing and modification
of an existing gas pipeline between Flint AGI and the PoA. Works to the existing
pipeline are to be delivered via separate planning applications under the Town
and Country Planning Act (TCPA 1990) and are not included in the DCO for the
Proposed Development, except for the installation of the BVS. However, the
Applicant is seeking compulsory acquisition powers relating to the acquisition of
land rights and other powers connected to the use of the existing pipeline (as
shown in figures included in Appendix A (Part 1 of 3) of the Scoping Report).

The Scoping Report states that construction of the Proposed Development will
be phased over an 18-month period. The Scoping Report states that following
the 40-year operational lifetime the CO. pipeline and BVS would be
decommissioned (left in situ) and the AGI would be dismantled.

The Scoping Report states that trenchless crossing techniques would be used to
cross major and minor roads, railways and major watercourses (Figure 3-21 of
the Scoping Report). The specific trenchless crossing technique to be utilised
during construction of the Proposed Development has not been determined at
this stage.

The Proposed Development extends south west from Cheshire, England passing
north of Chester and south of Connah’s Quay before continuing north east
towards Flint, Wales. The Proposed Development crosses the River Dee and Bala
Lake/Afon Dyfrwdy a Llyn Tegid Special Area of Conservation (SAC) which is
hydrologically connected to the Dee Estuary/Aber Dyfrydwy SAC and the Dee
Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA), Ramsar site and the Dee Estuary Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). The Proposed Development also passes
approximately 50m north of Deeside and Buckley Newt Sites SAC and Connah’s
Quay Ponds and Woodland SSSI before crossing Flint Mountain / Mynydd y Fflint
SSSI. In total, the Scoping Report identifies nine international and 14 national
sites designated for nature conservation within 10km of the Proposed
Development boundary.
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In addition, the Scoping Report identifies five designated heritage assets within
the Proposed Development boundary, including the Moated Site, Fishpond and
Connecting Channel and Elton Scheduled Monument (SM). The Proposed
Development is primarily located within Flood Zone 2 (England) and Zone C2
(Wales), however Grinsome Road AGI is located in Flood Zone 3. The Proposed
Development coincides with or is immediately downstream of 14 Water
Framework Directive (WFD) surface water bodies and four WFD ground water
bodies. The Proposed Development coincides with Thornton le Moors Air Quality
Management Area (AQMA) and is located within 500m of five Noise Important
Areas (NIAs) and seven Noise Action Plan Priority Areas (NAPPAS).

The Proposed Development passes through predominantly agricultural land and
crosses multiple watercourses, minor/major roads and rail crossings. In
addition, the Proposed Development boundary coincides with, or is in close
proximity to residential development, community assets and greenspace,
employment land designations, agricultural land holdings, numerous Public
Rights of Way (PRoW), including The Wales Coastal Path and multiple historic
landfill sites.

The Planning Inspectorate’s Comments
Description of the Proposed Development

The Inspectorate notes that the precise location and design of some elements
of the Proposed Development have not been determined at this stage in the EIA
process, and will be refined prior to submission of the DCO application. However,
the lack of detailed information provided in the Scoping Report, particularly in
relation to the location, design and extent of ‘Other Works’ has constrained the
ability of the Inspectorate, and potentially consultation bodies, to provide
meaningful comments on its content and in some cases has prevented the
Inspectorate from being able to agree to scope matters out of the assessment
at this time.

The Inspectorate notes that further work is being undertaken to determine the
number and location of AGI, BVS and the CP system. The ES should describe
the number, location and maximum dimensions of these structures, including
the temporary vent stacks associated with the AGI and BVS. Where uncertainty
exists in relation to these elements, the Applicant must ensure that the Rochdale
envelope for the Proposed Development adequately reflects the worst-case
scenario.

The ES should also provide information on the location of access routes,
construction compounds and the location of trenchless crossings. The potential
impacts associated with trenchless crossings (such as the effects of dewatering
or the location of entry pits) should also be assessed.

The Scoping Report does not provide an assessment of the decommissioning
phase of the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate considers that an
assessment of the decommissioning phase should be provided in the ES. This
should be proportionate and include a description of the decommissioning
works, land-use requirements, and estimated timescales. The Applicant should
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clearly demonstrate that the complete lifecycle of the Proposed Development,
including the decommissioning phase, has been described and adequately
assessed in the ES. In addition, the Applicant should ensure that the operational
lifetime of the Proposed Development specified in the ES is consistent with that
set out in the DCO.

The Scoping Report does not state when construction of the Proposed
Development is likely to commence or when it is to become fully operational.
The Applicant should clearly describe the construction and operation phase of
the Proposed Development in the ES, and ensure this information is consistent
with that set out in the DCO.

The Scoping Report does not consider the potential environmental effects as
result of construction, operation or decommissioning of the CP system. The
Applicant should provide an assessment of this matter where significant effects
are likely to occur. In addition, the ES should describe how the CP system would
be decommissioned following the 40-year operational lifetime of the Proposed
Development.

Paragraph 2.1.7 of the Scoping Report outlines the projects that form the Wider
Scheme. The ES should clearly describe the relationship between the Proposed
Development and the Wider Scheme, including the extent to which the Proposed
Development is dependent on the delivery of the other projects. In addition, the
Applicant should describe the development timelines of projects that form the
Wider Scheme, including an explanation of how these will be coordinated.

The Scoping Report states that temporary construction lighting and additional
operational lighting may be required. The ES should clearly describe the location
and design of construction and operational lighting and provide an assessment
where significant effects are likely to occur. The design standards that additional
lighting will be required to meet should also be described in the ES.

Paragraph 3.5.29 of the Scoping Report states that the BVS will be powered
using connections to existing electrical and telecoms utilities, and that these
works are to be undertaken by the relevant statutory undertakers and not
included in the DCO for the Proposed Development. The Applicant should ensure
that the potential environmental effects of these connection works or any other
consequential development are considered in the assessment of cumulative
effects where significant effects are likely to occur.

Paragraph 3.6.15 of the Scoping Report states that Close Sheet Piling may be
required during construction of the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate
notes that potential impacts arising from Close Sheet Piling have only been
clearly considered in relation to Water Resources and Flood Risk. The Applicant
should ensure that the potential environmental effects of these activities are
described in other relevant aspect chapters of the ES (e.g. Noise and Vibration)
and assessed where significant effects are likely to occur.

Paragraph 3.6.27 of the Scoping Report outlines pre-commissioning activities
following installation of the CO. pipeline. The Applicant should ensure that the
potential environmental effects of these activities are described in the relevant
aspect chapters of the ES and assessed where significant effects are likely to
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occur. The Inspectorate is particularly concerned with potential impacts arising
from hydrostatic testing (e.g. discharge of water) and dewatering. The Applicant
should seek agreement with the relevant consultation bodies regarding the
assessment of pre-commissioning activities and mitigation requirements.

The Scoping Report refers to the Stanlow Refinery Plant, Stanlow Refinery Site,
Stanlow Oil Refinery and Stanlow Refinery. Due to the inconsistent description
of this locale, it is unclear if these are the same facility or different facilities
within the Proposed Development boundary. In addition, the Scoping Report
frequently refers to the Stanlow Refinery Plant and CF Fertiliser Plant when
describing the location of AGIs. The location of these features has not been
depicted in the figures provided in Appendix A of the Scoping Report. The ES
should avoid inconsistent descriptions of development components and provide
figures clearly illustrating the location of such features.

Paragraph 3.7.5 of the Scoping Report outlines typical inspection and
maintenance activities that may be undertaken during operation of the Proposed
Development. The Applicant should ensure that the potential environmental
effects of these activities, particularly bi-weekly helicopter surveys, are
described in the relevant aspect chapters of the ES and assessed where
significant effects are likely to occur. In addition, the Applicant should also
consider the potential environmental effects arising from the 25m easement
required during the 40-year operational phase of the Proposed Development.

Paragraph 3.7.6 of the Scoping Report states that issues identified during
inspection of the Proposed Development would be corrected using appropriate
remedial works. However, the Scoping Report does not include a description of
the works required for remediation. The Applicant should ensure that the
activities and associated land use requirements of remediation works are clearly
described in the ES and assessed where significant effects are likely to occur.

Paragraph 4.11.16 of the Scoping Report states that the Outline Construction
Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) will include a description of; the number of
vehicles, routes, frequency and timing of movements; worker hours and shift
patterns; laydown areas and parking; and Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AILs).
The Applicant should include information set out in the CTMP in the ES where
relevant to the assessment. The ES should also explain how AILs would be
transported to the Proposed Development site, including the number of AlLs
required during construction. The Applicant should consider the potential effects
of transporting AILs to the Proposed Development site within the relevant aspect
chapters of the ES. In addition, the Applicant should seek agreement with the
relevant consultation bodies on worker hours/shift patterns during construction
of the Proposed Development. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to Cheshire
West and Chester Council’s consultation response in this regard (see Appendix
2 of this report).

Table 3-1 of the Scoping Report states that the Proposed Development will cross
or be located in close proximity to multiple rivers (e.g. the River Dee) and
navigable waterways (e.g. Shropshire Union Canal). However, rivers, canals,
waterway users and associated infrastructure have not been identified as
sensitive receptors in some potentially relevant aspect chapters of the Scoping
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Report. The Applicant should ensure that the potential environmental effects of
the Proposed Development on these receptors, particularly during construction,
are considered in the relevant aspect chapters of the ES and assessed where
significant effects are likely to occur. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the
Canal and River Trust’s consultation response in this regard.

The Scoping Report refers to ‘other enabling activities” and ‘in-carriageway
works’. However, the Scoping Report provides no further detail regarding the
nature of these works. The Applicant should include a clear description of
enabling activities and in-carriageway works in the ES, including the location
and associated land-use requirements, and provide an assessment of these
matters where significant effects are likely to occur.

Alternatives

The EIA Regulations require that the Applicant provide ‘A description of the
reasonable alternatives (for example in terms of development design,
technology, location, size and scale) studied by the developer, which are
relevant to the proposed project and its specific characteristics, and an
indication of the main reasons for selecting the chosen option, including a
comparison of the environmental effects’.

The Inspectorate acknowledges the Applicant’s intention to consider alternatives
within the ES. The Inspectorate would expect to see a discrete section in the ES
that provides details of the reasonable alternatives studied and the reasoning
for the selection of the chosen option(s), including a comparison of the
environmental effects.

Flexibility

The Inspectorate notes the Applicant’s desire to incorporate flexibility into their
draft DCO (dDCO) and its intention to apply a Rochdale Envelope approach for
this purpose. Where the details of the Proposed Development cannot be defined
precisely, the Applicant will apply a worst-case scenario. The Inspectorate
welcomes the reference to Planning Inspectorate Advice Note nine ‘Using the
‘Rochdale Envelope'! in this regard.

The Applicant should make every attempt to narrow the range of options and
explain clearly in the ES which elements of the Proposed Development have yet
to be finalised and provide the reasons. At the time of application, any Proposed
Development parameters should not be so wide-ranging as to represent
effectively different developments. The development parameters should be
clearly defined in the dDCO and in the accompanying ES. It is a matter for the
Applicant, in preparing an ES, to consider whether it is possible to robustly
assess a range of impacts resulting from a large number of undecided
parameters. The description of the Proposed Development in the ES must not
be so wide that it is insufficiently certain to comply with the requirements of
Regulation 14 of the EIA Regulations.

1 Advice Note nine: Using the Rochdale Envelope. Available at:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/

10
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2.3.22 It should be noted that if the Proposed Development materially changes prior to
submission of the DCO application, the Applicant may wish to consider
requesting a new scoping opinion.
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ES APPROACH

Introduction

This section contains the Inspectorate’s specific comments on the scope and
level of detail of information to be provided in the Applicant’s ES. General advice
on the presentation of an ES is provided in the Inspectorate’s Advice Note Seven
‘Environmental Impact Assessment: Process, Preliminary Environmental
Information and Environmental Statements’? and associated appendices.

Aspects/ matters (as defined in Advice Note Seven) are not scoped out unless
specifically addressed and justified by the Applicant and confirmed as being
scoped out by the Inspectorate. The ES should be based on the Scoping Opinion
in so far as the Proposed Development remains materially the same as the
Proposed Development described in the Applicant’s Scoping Report.

The Inspectorate has set out in this Opinion where it has/ has not agreed to
scope out certain aspects/ matters on the basis of the information available at
this time. The Inspectorate is content that the receipt of a Scoping Opinion
should not prevent the Applicant from subsequently agreeing with the relevant
consultation bodies to scope such aspects / matters out of the ES, where further
evidence has been provided to justify this approach. However, in order to
demonstrate that the aspects/ matters have been appropriately addressed, the
ES should explain the reasoning for scoping them out and justify the approach
taken.

The Inspectorate has made effort to ensure that this Scoping Opinion is informed
through effective consultation with the relevant consultation bodies.
Unfortunately, at this time the Inspectorate is unable to receive hard copy
consultation responses, and this may affect a consultation body’s ability to
engage with the scoping process. The Inspectorate also appreciates that strict
compliance with COVID-19 advice may affect a consultation body’s ability to
provide their consultation response. The Inspectorate considers that Applicants
should make effort to ensure that they engage effectively with consultation
bodies and where necessary further develop the scope of the ES to address their
concerns and advice. The ES should include information to demonstrate how
such further engagement has been undertaken and how it has influenced the
scope of the assessments reported in the ES.

Where relevant, the ES should provide reference to how the delivery of
measures proposed to prevent/ minimise adverse effects is secured through
dDCO requirements (or other suitably robust methods) and whether relevant
consultation bodies agree on the adequacy of the measures proposed.

2 Advice Note Seven: Environmental Impact Assessment: Process, Preliminary Environmental
Information and Environmental Statements and annex. Available from:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/
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Relevant National Policy Statements (NPSs)

Sector-specific NPSs are produced by the relevant Government Departments
and set out national policy for NSIPs. They provide the framework within which
the Examining Authority (ExA) will make their recommendation to the SoS and
include the Government’s objectives for the development of NSIPs. The NPSs
may include environmental requirements for NSIPs, which Applicants should
address within their ES.

The Applicant’s Scoping Report acknowledges that there is no specific NPS for
CO; pipelines however the designated NPSs that appear relevant to the
Proposed Development are the:

e Overarching NPS For Energy (NPS EN-1); and
e NPS for Gas Supply Infrastructure and Gas and Oil Pipelines (NPS EN-4).
The Applicant should ensure that the revised requirements set out in any

emerging or updated NPSs for energy infrastructure have been considered in
the ES where relevant to the Proposed Development.

SCOpe of Assessment
General

The Inspectorate recommends that in order to assist the decision-making
process, the Applicant uses tables:

e to demonstrate how the assessment has taken account of this Opinion;

e to identify and collate the residual effects after mitigation for each of the
aspect chapters, including the relevant interrelationships and cumulative
effects;

e to set out the proposed mitigation and/ or monitoring measures including
cross-reference to the means of securing such measures (eg a dDCO
requirement);

e to describe any remedial measures that are identified as being necessary
following monitoring; and

e to identify where details are contained in the Habitats Regulations
Assessment (HRA report) (where relevant), such as descriptions of National
Site Network sites and their locations, together with any mitigation or
compensation measures, that inform the findings of the ES.

Baseline Scenario

The ES should include a description of the baseline scenario with and without
implementation of the development as far as natural changes from the baseline
scenario can be assessed with reasonable effort on the basis of the availability
of environmental information and scientific knowledge.
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3.34

3.3.5

3.3.6

3.3.7

3.3.8

3.39

3.3.10
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In light of the number of ongoing developments within the vicinity of the
Proposed Development application site, the Applicant should clearly state which
developments will be assumed to be under construction or operational as part
of the future baseline.

The Scoping Report provides a description of the Study Area for each
environmental aspect to be included in the ES. However, some of the Study
Areas have not been depicted in corresponding figures in the Scoping Report.
The Applicant should illustrate the geographic extent of Study Areas in
appropriate figures for each environmental aspect considered in the ES.

Forecasting Methods or Evidence

The ES should contain the timescales upon which the surveys which underpin
the technical assessments have been based. For clarity, this information should
be provided either in the introductory chapters of the ES (with confirmation that
these timescales apply to all chapters), or in each aspect chapter.

The Inspectorate expects the ES to include a chapter setting out the overarching
methodology for the assessment, which clearly distinguishes effects that are
'significant' from 'non-significant' effects. Any departure from that methodology
should be described in individual aspect assessment chapters.

The Inspectorate notes that the proposed assessment methodology for multiple
environmental aspects included in the Scoping Report are based on the Design
Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB). The DMRB is intended as technical
guidance on the assessment of effects arising from the construction and
operation of roads. The Applicant should provide suitable justification for why
the DMRB is appropriate technical guidance for the assessment of the Proposed
Development in the ES.

The ES should include details of difficulties (for example technical deficiencies
or lack of knowledge) encountered compiling the required information and the
main uncertainties involved.

Residues and Emissions

The EIA Regulations require an estimate, by type and quantity, of expected
residues and emissions. Specific reference should be made to water, air, soil
and subsoil pollution, noise, vibration, light, heat, radiation and quantities and
types of waste produced during the construction and operation phases, where
relevant. This information should be provided in a clear and consistent fashion
and may be integrated into the relevant aspect assessments. The ES should
include an assessment of the effects of any lighting required for the construction
or operation of the Proposed Development.

Paragraph 3.7.9 of the Scoping Report states that venting operations will be
required during operation of the Proposed Development. The Applicant should
consider the potential environmental effects of venting operations in relevant
aspect chapters of the ES and provide an assessment of this matter where
significant effects are likely to occur. In addition, the Applicant should clearly
describe the location, frequency and duration of venting activities, including the
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3.3.12

3.3.13

3.3.14

3.3.15
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type, nature and quantity of component gases to be released into the
atmosphere.

Paragraph 4.12 of the Scoping Report seeks to scope effects of heat and
radiation out of the ES on the basis that the CO; pipeline will be installed
underground, and no significant sources of radiation are anticipated. The
Inspectorate agrees that effects of heat and radiation can be scoped out of the
ES.

Mitigation and Monitoring

Any mitigation relied upon for the purposes of the assessment should be
explained in detail within the ES. The likely efficacy of the mitigation proposed
should be explained with reference to residual effects. The ES should also
address how any mitigation proposed is secured, with reference to specific dDCO
requirements or other legally binding agreements.

The ES should identify and describe any proposed monitoring of significant
adverse effects and how the results of such monitoring would be utilised to
inform any necessary remedial actions.

It is noted that the Applicant intends to submit a Register of Environmental
Actions and Commitments (REAC) with the DCO application, which describes
the mitigation measures to be delivered in accordance with the Construction
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP). However, paragraph 4.7.8 of the
Scoping Report states that a draft CEMP will not be provided with the DCO
application as detail of mitigation will be set out in the REAC. The Inspectorate
requests that the DCO application contain all documents which describe
measures relied upon for the purposes of the EIA, including draft versions of the
CEMP, Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP), Materials Management
Plan (MMP), Site Waste Management Plan (SWMP), Construction Workers Travel
Plan (CWTP), Sediment Management Plan (SMP), Groundwater Management
Plan (GMP), Onshore CEMP and Marine CEMP referred to in the Scoping Report.
In addition, the ES should make explicit cross-reference to these documents
where relied upon for the purposes of the EIA.

Risks of Major Accidents and/or Disasters

The Inspectorate notes the intention to include an assessment in the ES of
significant adverse environmental effects resulting from the vulnerability of the
Proposed Development to accidents and disasters. The ES should include a
description and assessment (where relevant) of the likely significant effects
resulting from accidents and disasters applicable to the Proposed Development.
The Applicant should make use of appropriate guidance (e.g. that referenced in
the Health and Safety Executives (HSE) Annex to the Inspectorate’s Advice Note
11) to better understand the likelihood of an occurrence and the Proposed
Development’s susceptibility to potential major accidents and hazards. The
description and assessment should consider the vulnerability of the Proposed
Development to a potential accident or disaster and also the Proposed
Development’s potential to cause an accident or disaster. The assessment
should specifically assess significant effects resulting from the risks to human
health, cultural heritage or the environment. Any measures that will be
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3.4

34.1
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employed to prevent and control significant effects should be presented in the
ES.

Relevant information available and obtained through risk assessments pursuant
to national legislation may be used for this purpose. Where appropriate, this
description should include measures envisaged to prevent or mitigate the
significant adverse effects of such events on the environment and details of the
preparedness for and proposed response to such emergencies.

Climate and Climate Change

The Inspectorate notes the intention to include an assessment of the impact on
the Proposed Development on climate and the vulnerability to climate change.
Where relevant, the ES should describe and assess the adaptive capacity that
has been incorporated into the design of the Proposed Development. This may
include, for example, alternative measures such as changes in the use of
materials or construction and design techniques that will be more resilient to
risks from climate change.

Transboundary Effects

Schedule 4 Part 5 of the EIA Regulations requires a description of the likely
significant transboundary effects to be provided in an ES. The Scoping Report
has not indicated whether the Proposed Development is likely to have significant
impacts on a European Economic Area (EEA) State.

Regulation 32 of the EIA Regulations inter alia requires the Inspectorate to
publicise a DCO application on behalf of the SoS if it is of the view that the
proposal is likely to have significant effects on the environment of a EEA state,
and where relevant, to consult with the EEA state affected.

The Inspectorate considers that where Regulation 32 applies, this is likely to
have implications for the examination of a DCO application. The Inspectorate
notes that the ES will include a description of any transboundary effects.
Where the potential for significant transboundary impacts is identified it should
be made clear which EEA States would be affected.

A Reference List

A reference list detailing the sources used for the descriptions and assessments
must be included in the ES.

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Environmental Information
and Data Collection

The Inspectorate understands government enforced measures in response to
COVID-19 may have consequences for an Applicant’s ability to obtain relevant
environmental information for the purposes of their ES. The Inspectorate
understands that conducting specific surveys and obtaining representative data
may be difficult in the current circumstances.
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The Inspectorate has a duty to ensure that the environmental assessments
necessary to inform a robust DCO application are supported by relevant and up
to date information. Working closely with consultation bodies, the Inspectorate
will seek to adopt a flexible approach, balancing the requirement for suitable
rigour and scientific certainty in assessments with pragmatism in order to
support the preparation and determination of applications in a timely fashion.

Applicants should make effort to agree their approach to the collection and
presentation of information with relevant consultation bodies. In turn the
Inspectorate expects that consultation bodies will work with Applicants to find
suitable approaches and points of reference to allow preparation of applications
at this time. The Inspectorate is required to take into account the advice it
receives from the consultation bodies and will continue to do so in this regard.

Confidential and Sensitive Information

In some circumstances it will be appropriate for information to be kept
confidential. In particular, this may relate to personal information specifying the
names and qualifications of those undertaking the assessments and / or the
presence and locations of rare or sensitive species such as badgers, rare birds
and plants where disturbance, damage, persecution or commercial exploitation
may result from publication of the information.

Where documents are intended to remain confidential the Applicant should
provide these as separate documents with their confidential nature clearly
indicated in the title and watermarked as such on each page. The information
should not be incorporated within other documents that are intended for
publication or which the Inspectorate would be required to disclose under the
Environmental Information Regulations 2004.

The Inspectorate adheres to the data protection protocols set down by the
Information Commissioners Office3. Please refer to the Inspectorate’s National
Infrastructure privacy notice* for further information on how personal data is
managed during the Planning Act 2008 process.

3 https://ico.org.uk

4

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-inspectorate-privacy-notices
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4. ASPECT BASED SCOPING TABLES

4.1 Air Quality

(Scoping Report Section 5)

Applicant’s proposed matters to Inspectorate’s comments

scope out

41.1 | Table 5-1 Construction and Operation - Air The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
quality impacts arising from assessment on the basis that the Existing Pipeline Works are not
Existing Pipeline Works (excluding | included in the DCO for the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate
BVS). agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES on the basis that

likely significant effects of the Existing Pipeline Works will be
considered in EIAs supporting separate TCPA applications. However,
the Applicant should ensure that the potential impacts of the Existing
Pipeline Works are considered in the assessment of cumulative effects
where significant effects are likely to occur.

412 | Table 5-1 Operation - Air quality impacts The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
arising from the operation of the assessment on the basis that there are no potentially significant
Proposed Development. sources of emissions of local air quality pollutants during operation of

the Proposed Development. Paragraph 5.5.4 of the Scoping Report
states that, based on the information currently available to the
Applicant, operational traffic flows are below screening thresholds set
out in the Institute of Air Quality Management (IAQM) guidance. The
Inspectorate agrees that the traffic flows associated with the
operation of the Proposed Development are unlikely to give rise to
significant effects and agree that this matter can be scoped out.

4.1.3 | Paragraph Operation - Air quality impacts Paragraph 3.7.8 of the Scoping Report indicates that potential effects
3.7.8, 5.5.5 | arising from venting operations. of venting operations include the creation of an asphyxiating
and 5.7.3
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Inspectorate’s comments

scope out

atmosphere and odour effects due to the presence of hydrogen
sulphide (H2S) in the CO, stream.

The Scoping Report proposes to scope these matters out of the
assessment on the basis that venting operations will be infrequent
and controlled via operating procedures. However, the location of
some elements of the Proposed Development have not been defined
in the Scoping Report so the proximity of the Proposed Development
to potential human and/or ecological receptors remains uncertain. In
addition, the operating procedures required to control emissions have
not been described in the Scoping Report. Therefore, the Inspectorate
does not agree that air quality effects as a result of venting
operations can be scoped out of the ES. Accordingly, the ES should
include an assessment of these matters or demonstrate agreement
with the relevant stakeholders and the absence of a likely significant
environmental effect. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to Cheshire
West and Chester Council’s (CWCC) consultation response in this
regard (see Appendix 2 of this report).

ID | Ref

Other points

Inspectorate’s comments

4.14 | Paragraph
5.5.1

Non-statutory sites designated for
nature conservation and protected
species

Paragraph 5.5.1 of the Scoping Report only lists statutory sites
designated for nature conservation as sensitive receptors that will be
considered in the assessment of air quality. The Applicant should also
provide an assessment of air quality impacts on non-statutory sites
for nature conservation, including Local Wildlife Sites (LWS), Ancient
Woodland and protected species where significant effects are likely to
occur and cross-reference the ecology chapter (and vice-versa) where
relevant.
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4.2 Climate

(Scoping Report Section 6)

Applicant’s proposed matters to Inspectorate’s comments

scope out

Greenhouse Gases (GHG)

42.1 | Table 6-3 Construction - GHG emissions The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the

arising from the disposal of waste assessment on the basis that large quantities of waste are not
anticipated during construction of the Proposed Development.
However, the estimated type and quantity of waste produced during
the construction of the Proposed Development has not been specified
in the Scoping Report. Therefore, the Inspectorate does not agree
that GHG emissions arising from the disposal of construction waste
can be scoped out of the ES. Accordingly, the ES should include an
assessment of this matter or information demonstrating agreement
with the relevant stakeholders and the absence of a likely significant
environmental effect.

422 | Table 6-3 Construction — GHG emissions The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
arising from the disposal of assessment on the basis that large quantities of biomass are not
biomass anticipated during construction of the Proposed Development.

However, the estimated quantity of biomass produced during the
construction of the Proposed Development has not been specified in
the Scoping Report. Therefore, the Inspectorate does not agree that
GHG emissions arising from the disposal of biomass can be scoped
out of the ES. Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of
this matter or information demonstrating agreement with the relevant
stakeholders and the absence of a likely significant environmental
effect.
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Table 6-3

Applicant’s proposed matters to
scope out

Operation - GHG emissions arising
from the replacement of elements
of the Proposed Development
during operational maintenance
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Inspectorate’s comments

The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
assessment on the basis that no major replacements are expected
during the operational lifetime of the Proposed Development. The
Inspectorate notes that emissions associated with routine
maintenance and refurbishment have been scoped into further
assessment and is therefore satisfied that this matter can be scoped
out.

424

Table 6-3

Operation - GHG emissions arising
from the reduction in carbon
sequestration

The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
assessment on the basis that the reduction in carbon sequestration is
not considered to be large and the predominant land type is
grassland, which has minimal carbon sequestration potential.
However, the quantity and carbon sequestration potential of land to
be permanently lost during operation of the Proposed Development
has not been specified in the Scoping Report. Therefore, the
Inspectorate does not agree that GHG emissions arising from the
reduction in carbon sequestration can be scoped out. Accordingly, the
ES should include an assessment of this matter or information
demonstrating agreement with the relevant stakeholders and the
absence of a likely significant environmental effect.

4.2.5

Table 6-3

Decommissioning — GHG emissions
arising from the decommissioning
phase, including the transport and
disposal of materials

The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
assessment on the basis that the CO; pipeline and BVS would be left
in situ and the AGI would be dismantled. As noted in the first part of
this report, the effects of decommissioning should be considered
within the ES. Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of
this matter or information demonstrating agreement with the relevant
stakeholders and the absence of a likely significant environmental
effect.
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Applicant’s proposed matters to

scope out
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Inspectorate’s comments

426 | Table 6-18 Construction - Vulnerability of The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
construction site and workers to assessment on the basis that climate resilience measures to be
climate change included in the CEMP would result in a low vulnerability of the

construction site and workers to climate change. The Inspectorate
agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES on the basis that
the construction phase remains 18 months and climate resilience
measures will be described in the ES.

427 | Table 6-18 Operation - Vulnerability of CO. The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
pipeline to change in rainfall, assessment on the basis that the CO. pipeline exhibits low
temperature, drought, wind, vulnerability to change in rainfall, temperature, drought, wind,
humidity, storm surge and storm humidity, storm surge and storm tide due to climate change. The
tide Inspectorate agrees that these matters can be scoped out of the ES.

428 | Table 6-18 Operation - Vulnerability of AGI The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the

and BVS to changes in humidity,
drought, storm surge and storm
tide.

assessment on the basis that AGI exhibit low vulnerability to change
in humidity, drought, storm surge and storm tide due to climate
change. The Inspectorate notes that flood risk will be assessed in
another section of the ES and therefore agrees that these matters can
be scoped out further assessment in this section of the ES.

Other points

Inspectorate’s comments

Greenhouse Gases (GHG)

4.29

Paragraph
6.5.1

GHG emissions arising from BVS

Paragraph 6.5.1 of the Scoping Report states the Proposed
Development, including BVS located along the existing Flint AGI to
PoA CO; pipeline have been identified as potential sources of GHG
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Inspectorate’s comments

Other points

emissions. However, the Scoping Report does not state if GHG
emissions arising from BVS located along the Alcohols Site AGI to
Flint AGI CO. Pipeline will be considered in the assessment. The
Applicant should provide an assessment of GHG emissions arising
from all BVS during operation, including those derived from the
venting operations referred to in the Air Quality chapter of the ES.

4.2.10

Table 6-2

GHG emissions arising from
disturbance of historic landfill sites

The Inspectorate notes that Paragraph 9.3.12 of the Scoping Report
states that historic landfill sites are present within the study area for
the land and soil aspect. In the event that the pipeline route cannot
avoid all these sites, the GHG emissions from these sites during
construction should be included in the assessment.

4211

Paragraph
6.7.4

Carbon budget

Paragraph 6.7.4 of the Scoping Report states requirements set out in
the Sixth Carbon Budget issued by the Climate Change Committee
(CCC) are considered to be advice/ guidance. The Inspectorate notes
that these are now statutory requirements under the Carbon Budget
Order 2021.

4212

Paragraph
6.8.1

Small emissions sources

Paragraph 6.8.1 of the Scoping Report states that small sources of
GHG emissions have been excluded from further assessment. The
Applicant should ensure that these are clearly described in the ES,
including a suitable justification for why these potential sources of
GHG emissions have been excluded from the assessment.

4213

Paragraph
6.8.1

Avoided emissions

Paragraph 6.8.1 of the Scoping Report states that avoided GHG
emissions will be calculated from the Wider Scheme on the basis that
the Proposed Development cannot function in isolation. The Applicant
should clearly describe which elements of the Wider Scheme have
been included in the calculation of avoided GHG emissions and
provide suitable justification for why these are considered integral to
the effective operation of the Proposed Development.
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4.3 Cultural Heritage

(Scoping Report Section 7)

Applicant’s proposed matters to Inspectorate’s comments

scope out

43.1 | Table 7-1 Construction and Operation - The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
Cultural heritage impacts arising assessment on the basis that the Existing Pipeline Works are not
from Existing Pipeline Works included in the DCO for the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate
(excluding BVS) agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES on the basis that

likely significant effects of the Existing Pipeline Works will be
considered in EIAs supporting separate TCPA applications. However,
the Applicant should ensure that potential impacts of the Existing
Pipeline Works are considered in the assessment of cumulative effects
where significant effects are likely to occur.

432 | Table 7-1 Construction and Operation - The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
Direct physical impacts and assessment on the basis that there are no World Heritage Sites,
impacts on the setting of World Registered Parks and Gardens or Registered Battlefields located
Heritage Sites, Registered Parks inside, or within 2km of the Proposed Development boundary. The
and Gardens and Registered Inspectorate agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES.
Battlefields. However, the Applicant should ensure that the study area distances

reported in the ES are consistent with those used in the baseline
assessment (e.g. 1km study area).

433 | Table 7-1 Operation - Direct physical impacts | The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the

and impacts on the setting of assessment on the basis that all direct physical impacts would only be
Grade II Listed Building Ferry Bank | incurred during construction and there would be no change in setting
Farm (Record Number 85249) during operation as the CO; pipeline is located underground. The

Inspectorate agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES on
the basis that AGI, BVS and the CP System are not located within
1km of the Grade II Listed Building Ferry Bank Farm.
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Inspectorate’s comments

434 Operation - Direct physical impacts | The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
and impacts on the setting of assessment on the basis that direct physical impacts would only be
Chester Canal Conservation Area incurred during construction and there would be no change in setting
(CA) during operation as the CO; pipeline is located underground. The
Inspectorate agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES on
the basis that AGI, BVS and CP Systems are not located within 1km
of the Chester Canal CA.
435 | Table 7-1 Operation - Impacts on the setting | The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
of designated heritage assets assessment on the basis that the CO. pipeline would be located
within 500m of the CO. pipeline underground and there would be no change in setting during
operation of the Proposed Development. However, it is not clear from
the Scoping Report how much screening vegetation would be lost and
not replaced and to what extent effects would persist into operation.
The Inspectorate does not agree that this matter can be scoped out
of assessment. Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of
this matter or information demonstrating agreement with the relevant
stakeholders and the absence of a likely significant environmental
effect.
436 | Table 7-1 Operation - Direct physical impacts | The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
on non-designated below ground assessment on the basis that direct physical impacts would only be
heritage assets and incurred during construction of the Proposed Development. The
paleoenvironmental deposits within | Inspectorate agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES.
the Proposed Development
boundary (excluding BVS)
437 | Table 7-1 Construction and Operation - The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the

Direct physical impacts on non-
designated below ground heritage

assessment on the basis that below ground heritage assets and
paleoenvironmental deposits would have been removed during the
installation of the existing pipeline between Flint AGI and the PoA.
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assets and paleoenvironmental
deposits at BVS.
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Inspectorate’s comments

However, it is unclear if the easement of the existing pipeline
between Flint AGI and the PoA covers the full extent of proposed
BVS. In addition, the Proposed Development includes BVS situated
along the Alcohols Site AGI to Flint AGI CO; Pipeline beyond the
extent of the existing pipeline between Flint AGI and the PoA.

Therefore, the Inspectorate does not agree that direct physical
impacts on non-designated heritage assets and paleoenvironmental
deposits at BVS during construction of the Proposed Development can
be scoped out of the ES. Accordingly, the ES should include an
assessment of this matter or information demonstrating agreement
with the relevant stakeholders and the absence of a likely significant
environmental effect.

With regards to operation, the Inspectorate agrees that this matter
can be scoped out of the ES on the basis that direct physical impacts
to below ground heritage assets and paleoenvironmental deposits
would only be incurred during construction of the Proposed
Development.

Inspectorate’s comments

ID | Ref

4.3.8

Paragraphs
7.2.1 and
7.2.2

Other points

Study Areas

The ES should clearly describe how study areas have been defined
according to the sensitivity of the receiving environment and potential
impacts during construction and operation of the Proposed
Development. The study area for the assessment of effects on
settings should be informed using an agreed ZTV. The Applicant
should seek agreement with the relevant consultation bodies
regarding the study areas used to inform the assessment and
evidence this in the ES. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to
Flintshire County Council’s (FCC) consultation response in this regard.
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Inspectorate’s comments

4.39

Paragraph
7.2.4

Temporary construction
compounds

Paragraph 7.2.4 of the Scoping Report states that the 1km study area

used to assess the potential impacts of the Proposed Development on
the setting of above ground heritage assets was not applied to
construction compounds due to their temporary nature. However, the
Scoping Report does not specify if an alternative study area distance
was adopted for temporary construction compounds. The Applicant
should ensure that all study areas used in the assessment are clearly
described and suitably justified in the ES.

4.3.10

Paragraph
7.3.5

Baseline assessment

The Applicant should seek agreement with the relevant consultation
bodies regarding the data sources and heritage assets to be included
in the assessment and evidence this in the ES. In addition, the
Applicant should liaise with CWCC’s Heritage Conservation Staff,
Cheshire Archaeology Planning Advisory Service and Clwdy-Powys
Archaeological Trust to advise on local historic and environmental
issues. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to consultation responses
from Cadw, Historic England and FCC in this regard.

4311

Paragraph
7.5.1

Impacts arising from drainage on
below ground heritage assets

The ES should consider potential impacts to below ground heritage
assets as a result of alteration to drainage patterns and subsequent
damage (e.g. decomposition, destruction) to archaeological remains
and deposits.

4312

Paragraph
7.5.4

BVS located along Alcohols Site
AGI to Flint AGI CO; Pipeline

The Scoping Report appears to focus on the potential cultural heritage
effects of BVS located along the existing pipeline between Flint AGI
and the PoA. However, the Applicant should ensure that the ES also
considers potential effects arising from all the BVS, including those
located along the Alcohols Site AGI to Flint AGI CO; Pipeline.

4.3.13

Paragraph
7.7.1

Technical guidance

The Inspectorate considers that the assessment of cultural heritage
should also consider technical guidance set out in Technical Advice
Note (TAN) 24: The Historic Environment (Wales) where relevant in
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Other points Inspectorate’s comments

the ES. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to FCC’s consultation
response in this regard (see Appendix 2 of this report).

4.3.14 | Paragraph Methodology — Baseline Paragraph 7.7.2 of the Scoping Report states that the baseline

7.7.2 assessment assessment will be informed using a Historic Environment Desk Based
Assessment, site walkover survey and geophysical survey. The
geophysical survey should be informed by a geomorphological survey
of the study area, in the form of a desk-based geoarchaeological
assessment and deposit model. The ES should include an assessment
of the heritage value of hedgerows. The Applicant should seek
agreement with the relevant consultation bodies regarding the
approach to the baseline assessment and evidence this in the ES. The
Applicant’s attention is drawn to consultation responses from Historic
England (HE) and FCC in this regard (see Appendix 2 of this report).

4.3.15| Paragraph Methodology — Impacts on the Paragraph 7.7.2 of the Scoping Report states that the qualitative

7.9 setting of heritage assets assessment of the potential effects of the Proposed Development on
the setting of above ground heritage assets will be undertaken in
accordance with The Setting of Heritage Assets, Historic England (HE)
(2017) and Setting of Historic Assets in Wales, Cadw (2017). The
application of different assessment methodologies (depending on the
location of the heritage asset in question) may result in comparable
impacts being assessed differently in the ES. Therefore, as advised by
Cadw (see Appendix 2 of this report) it is considered that the
Applicant should conduct the assessment of this matter in accordance
with the methodology set out in ‘“The Setting of Heritage Assets’, HE
(2017).
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4.4

Biodiversity

(Scoping Report Section 8)

Applicant’s proposed matters to

scope out

Scoping Opinion for
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Inspectorate’s comments

44.1 | Table 8-4 Ecological impacts arising from the | The Inspectorate notes that the dDCO would not seek consent for any
existing pipeline works (excluding works on the existing pipeline works other than the BVS. The
BVS) Inspectorate therefore agrees that these matters can be scoped out
of the ES. However, the Applicant should ensure that the potential
impacts of the Existing Pipeline Works are considered in the
assessment of cumulative effects where significant effects are likely
to occur.
44.2 | Table 8-4 Operation - Effects on international | The level of information in the Scoping Report on activities during

and national designated sites,
habitats of conservation
importance, watercourses and
waterbodies, amphibians, reptiles,
terrestrial invertebrates, aquatic
macroinvertebrates, macrophytes,
hazel dormouse and other
mammals not subject to legal
protection.

operation/maintenance of the Proposed Development is limited. The
mitigation measures likely to relied on to avoid significant effects
have not been described. In the absence of such information the
Inspectorate is not in a position to agree to scope these matters from
the assessment. Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of
these matters or the information referred to demonstrating
agreement with the relevant stakeholders and the absence of a likely
significant environmental effect.

4.4.3

Paragraph
8.2

Other points

Study area

Inspectorate’s comments

This section presents a range of study areas for the desk and survey
area. However, it is not clear what the justification is for the extents
listed. The ES must provide an explanation as to why the extent of
the various study areas is sufficient to capture the zone of influence
of the Proposed Development. Where professional judgement has
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been relied on, some explanation of the reasoning behind that
judgement should be provided.

444 | Paragraph List of sites and habitats covered in | The list of features covered by the desk study does not include non-
8.2.3 the desk study statutory LWS although these are likely to be present within the study
area for the Proposed Development - the response from the Canal
and River Trust (see Appendix 2 of this report) indicates that the
canal corridor is a County Wildlife Site. The ES should include these
non-statutory sites as receptors in the assessment of ecological
effects.

445 | Table 8-1 Bird surveys Table 8-1 states that surveys would be carried out in specifically
selected transects but does not explain how these transects would be
selected. The advice from Natural Resources Wales (NRW), Natural
England (NE), CWCC and FCC identify potential effects on functionally
linked land used by birds associated with the Dee Estuary Special
Protection Area (SPA)/Ramsar site/Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) and the Mersey Estuary SPA/Ramsar site/SSSI. The baseline
data in the ES should include bird surveys for the affected land; the
Applicant is advised to seek agreement from the relevant
stakeholders on the extent, location and methodology of any bird
surveys.

446 | Table 8-1 Best practice guidelines The Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management
(CIEEM) has recently published an updated list of good practice
guidance. The Applicant is encouraged to derive their methodologies
from the documents included on this list.

44.7 | Paragraph Biodiversity net gain The Inspectorate notes the intention to deliver biodiversity net gain
8.4.3 as part of the Proposed Development. The assessment of net gain
reported in the ES should be based on an appropriate metric that
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Inspectorate’s comments

allows a clear understanding of how gains and losses have been
calculated.

44.8 | Section 8.5

Likely significant effects

It is recognised that Table 8-4 is not an exhaustive list of the likely
significant effects from the Proposed Development. However, there
are a number of potentially significant impacts which do not appear to
have been addressed. The ES must either address them or
demonstrate that their exclusion has been agreed with the relevant
stakeholders:

e Section 16 of the Scoping Report refers to potential effects on
groundwater as a result of de-watering during construction but
this is not identified as a potential effect on ecological
receptors.

e Impacts associated with the potential introduction or spread of
invasive non-native species.

e Impacts on functionally linked land linked to SAC/SPA/Ramsar
sites.

e Vibration caused by the drilling of the cable route under the
River Dee which could affect migratory fish species which are
features of the Dee SAC.

e Potential run off from spoil from the trench excavations which
could affect the Dee Estuary SAC/Ramsar site/SPA/SSSI

The Applicant is advised to seek agreement with NRW, NE, CWCC and
FCC on the appropriate receptors and effects to be included in the
assessment of the effects of the Proposed Development.

449 | Paragraph
8.8.2

Effect of access restrictions on
baseline assessment

The Scoping Report states that where access restrictions prevent a
full ecological baseline assessment *...a precautionary principle will be
applied to the assessment of any ecological features. The
precautionary principle will assume a ‘reasonable worst-case scenario’
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informed by professional experience and knowledge, desk-based
information and field-based evidence (where available) for any
feature/receptor unable to be accessed or fully surveyed. Utilising the
aforementioned approach will ensure that appropriate
recommendations and/or mitigation are provided even though these
may not later be required. Any recommendations/mitigation can
thereafter be amended according once access/survey has been
possible.” The Inspectorate is concerned that the proposed approach
appears to pose a risk that the ES would not provide a robust
baseline or an informed assessment of effects and likely mitigation
requirements. Mechanisms are available to the Applicant to obtain
access to land should this be refused. The baseline in the ES must be
based on up to date baseline survey unless otherwise agreed with the
relevant stakeholders.
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4.5

Land and Soil

(Scoping Report Section 9)

Table 9-1

Applicant’s proposed matters to

scope out

Operation - Contaminated soil
leading to effects on human health

Scoping Opinion for
HyNet North West Carbon Dioxide Pipeline

Inspectorate’s comments

The Scoping Report seeks to scope out effects during operation on
the grounds that any potential effect pathways would be addressed
through a Remediation Strategy to be implemented during the
construction phase. The Inspectorate notes that issues relating to
contamination would be addressed during construction and therefore
agrees that this matter can be scoped out of further assessment in
the ES.

4.5.2

Table 9-1

Operation - Contaminants reaching
controlled water receptors

Table 9-1 notes that there is the potential for contaminants to be
mobilised during construction but states that there is no effect
pathway which could lead to effects during operation. However, it is
not clear from the information presented in the Scoping Report what
evidence supports this conclusion. The Inspectorate is not therefore
in a position to agree to scope these matters from the assessment.
Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of this matter or
information demonstrating agreement with the relevant stakeholders
and the absence of a likely significant environmental effect.

4.5.3

Table 9-1

Construction - Effects on pipes and
cables from aggressive ground
contaminants

The Scoping Report seeks to scope out effects as there would be
insufficient time in the construction phase for contaminants to affect
pipes and cables. The Inspectorate notes that effects during operation
would be subject to further assessment so is content that
construction effects can be scoped out of further consideration.
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Inspectorate’s comments

454

Paragraph

9.2.1

Study area for impacts on lands
and soils

The Scoping Report states that the study area will cover the red line
boundary shown in Figures 3-1 to 3-7 for the new pipeline plus a 50m
buffer. The Scoping Report does not provide any justification as to
why this extent is deemed sufficient to capture the effects of the
Proposed Development. Section 9.7 of the Scoping Report states that
the assessment methodology will follow the guidance in LA 109
Geology and Soils. The use of a standard buffer does not appear to
reflect the approach described in paragraph 3.5 of LA 109. The ES
must clearly explain how the extent of the study area captures the
effects from the Proposed Development.

4.5.5

Paragraphs
9.3.7 &
9.4.1

Possible old coal mining works

The Scoping Report notes that a section of the pipeline in Wales is
located within a Coal Mining Reporting Area and that coal mining
related stability issues will be assessed in line with best practice
guidance. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments from
the Coal Authority contained in Appendix 2 of this report. The ES
should include an assessment of any risks associated with coal mining
structures/voids that would be affected by the Proposed
Development.

4.5.6

Paragraph
9.4.1

Remediation strategy

The Scoping Report states that a suitable remediation strategy will be
agreed with the relevant local authorities. If this strategy is going to
be relied on to avoid significant environmental effects the ES must
include an outline of the proposed strategy as a minimum to
demonstrate that delivery of the remediation would be feasible.

4.5.7

Section 9.7

Baseline data gathering

The Scoping Report provides a brief outline of the methods that would
be used to collect baseline data. A targeted Agricultural Land
Classification survey is proposed along with an intrusive ground
investigation.
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ID | Ref

The ES must explain the rationale behind any targeting of surveys;
where surveys do not cover the whole area affected by the Proposed
Development the ES should explain why the baseline information is
adequate to capture the existing situation.

4.5.8

Table 9-1

Mineral Safeguarding Areas

Table 9-1 identifies potential effects on sand and gravel extraction
sites in the CWCC Local Plan. FCC have advised that sites in Flintshire
may also be affected (see Appendix 2 of this report), particularly in
the vicinity of the Flint AGI. The ES should identify and assess effects
on all the Mineral Safeguarding Areas affected by the Proposed
Development.

4.59

Disposal of excavated materials

The Scoping Report does not explain how material excavated during
the construction of the Proposed Development would be handled or if
off-site disposal would be required. This matter must be addressed in
the ES and any significant environmental effects assessed.
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4.6

Landscape and Visual

(Scoping Report Section 10)

Table 10-2

Applicant’s proposed matters to

scope out

Landscape and visual impacts
arising from existing pipeline
works, excluding BVS

Scoping Opinion for
HyNet North West Carbon Dioxide Pipeline

Inspectorate’s comments

The Inspectorate notes that the dDCO would not seek consent for any
works on the existing pipeline other than in respect of the BVS. The
Inspectorate therefore agrees that this matter can be scoped out of
the ES. However, the Applicant should ensure that the potential
impacts of the Existing Pipeline Works are considered in the
assessment of cumulative effects where significant effects are likely
to occur.

4.6.2

Table 10-2

Clwydian Range and Dee Valley
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB)

The Scoping Report seeks to scope out an assessment of effects on
the AONB as it is beyond the study area; in addition the extract from
the Google Viewshed Tool (Figure 10-2 of the Scoping Report) shows
there is no inter-visibility between the AONB and the Flint AGI (based
on a maximum height of 9m for the AGI). The BVS would be located
3km away from the nearest AONB boundary and would have a
maximum height of 3m. The Inspectorate is satisfied that the
Proposed Development is sufficiently distant from the AONB to avoid
significant effects. However, if the height or locations of the AGI or
BVS alter as the project design evolves then the ES should either
include an assessment of effects on the AONB or a justification as to
why significant effects on the AONB would not arise.

4.6.3

Table 10-2

Receptors beyond 2km

The Scoping Report seeks to scope out an assessment of effects on
receptors over 2km from the Proposed Development, based on the
results of the initial desktop review and site visit. The Inspectorate
agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the assessment.
However, if the height or locations of the AGI or BVS alter as the
project design evolves then the ES should either include an
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why significant effects on these receptors would not arise.

464

Table 10-2

Receptors beyond 500m of the BVS
along the existing Flint — PoA
pipeline

The Scoping Report seeks to scope out assessment of effects on
receptors beyond 500m of the BVS on the basis of the initial desktop
review and due to the limited height of these structures. The
Inspectorate agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the
assessment. However, if the height or locations of the BVS alter as
the project design evolves then the ES should either include an
assessment of effects on receptors beyond 500m of the BVS or a
justification as to why significant effects on these receptors would not
arise.

Other points

Inspectorate’s comments

46.5 | Paragraph Visual amenity receptors It is not clear from the Scoping Report if canal users have been
10.3.9 identified as receptors in addition to residents and footpath users. The
ES should either include effects on canal users or provide a
justification as to why they would not experience significant effects.
46.6 | Table 10-1 Viewpoint locations The Applicant is advised to finalise the list of viewpoint locations in
conjunction with relevant stakeholders including the local authorities
and NRW.
46.7 | Paragraphs | Assessment of effects from lighting | The Scoping Report states that the need for the assessment of
10.7.6 & lighting effects on visual amenity during the construction phase would
10.8.1 be considered when *...further details become available at a later

date’. The ES should contain an assessment of lighting effects on
visual amenity and landscape character during construction and
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operation or a justification as to why significant effects would not
arise.
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4.7 Major Accidents and Disasters

(Scoping Report Section 11)

Applicant’s proposed matters to Inspectorate’s comments

scope out

47.1 | Table 11- e Earthquakes The Inspectorate is satisfied, based on the reasoning and evidence
3/Appendix presented in the Scoping Report that risks to or from the Proposed

B * Volcanic activity Development can be excluded from these matters.

e Landslides

e Sinkholes

e Tsunamis

e Avalanches

e Thunderstorms

e Wave surges

e Droughts

e Solar flares

e Solar energetic particles
e Coronal mass ejections
e Fog

e Wildfires

e Disease epidemics

e Animal diseases

e Public demonstrations
resulting in violence
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e Widespread damage to
societies and economies

e The need for large scale
humanitarian assistance,

e Hindrance to such relief from
political or military
constraints

e Security risks for relief
workers

e Famine
e Population displacement
e Dam breaches

e Failures in the water supply
or sewage systems

e Terrorist attacks
e Bridge failure
¢ Mast and tower collapse

e Property or bridge
demolition accidents

e Tunnel failure/fire

4,72 | Table 11- e Cyclones, hurricanes, The Scoping Report seeks to scope out effects from these events on
3/Appendix typhoons, storms and gales | the grounds that cyclones, hurricanes and typhoons do not occur in
B the UK. Damage from storms and gales to the AGI and BVS is

* Extreme temperatures possible but the design of these structures takes the UK climate into

account. The risk is stated not to be significantly different to other
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scope out

infrastructure in the locality. A similar statement is made about the
vulnerability of the Proposed Development to extreme temperatures.

However, the Scoping Report does not provide evidence to support
the statements about the design of the Proposed Development. It is
not clear to the Inspectorate how relevant it is that the level of risk
would be the same as for other infrastructure in the locality - it is the
level of risk to or from the Proposed Development that should be
addressed in the ES. The Inspectorate is therefore not in a position to
agree to scope out these matters from the assessment. Accordingly,
the ES should include an assessment of these matters or information
demonstrating agreement with the relevant stakeholders and the
absence of a likely significant environmental effect.

473 | Table 11- Poor air quality The Scoping Report seeks to scope out these matters on the grounds
3/Appendix that construction effects would be temporary and would be subject to
B mitigation. No significant effects on local air quality are predicted

during the operational phase. The Inspectorate notes that the effects
on air quality will be considered elsewhere in the ES and are unlikely
to lead to risk to or from the Proposed Development in terms of major
accidents or disasters. Accordingly, the Inspectorate agrees this
matter can be scoped out of further consideration in this section of

the ES.
474 | Table 11- Nuclear The Scoping Report seeks to scope out risks to the Proposed
3/Appendix Development on the grounds that nuclear sites in the UK operate to a
B very high safety standard and there are no nuclear sites within a 5km

corridor along the Proposed Development. However, the response
from the Office of Nuclear Regulation (see Appendix 2 of this report)
identifies the Capenhurst nuclear licensed site which is within 5km of
the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate does not therefore
agree to scope out this matter from the assessment. Accordingly, the
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ES should include an assessment of this matter or information
demonstrating agreement with the relevant stakeholders and the
absence of a likely significant environmental effect.

4.7.5

Table 11-3

Mines and storage caverns

The Scoping Report states that part of the Proposed Development is
located in a Coal Mining Reporting area because of the history of
mining in the area. The risk of stability issues associated with the
possible presence of shallow workings has been excluded on the
grounds that any potential problems would be addressed in line with
Coal Authority guidance. The Inspectorate notes that the effects from
historic mine workings should be addressed elsewhere in the ES.
Accordingly, the Inspectorate agrees this matter can be scoped out of
further consideration in this section of the ES.

4.7.6

Table 11-3

Road traffic accidents

The Scoping Report seeks to scope out risks from transport accidents
on the grounds that construction traffic would be managed and where
necessary effects would be mitigated to minimise the risk of causing
accidents. Traffic levels during operation are not predicted to be
significant. The pipeline would be buried to a depth that would make
it unlikely that it would be affected by road traffic accidents. The AGI
and BVS would be located at least 100m from major roads and are
within a fenced compound so are unlikely to be affected during a
major accident. The Inspectorate notes that the effects on road safety
will be considered elsewhere in the ES and are unlikely to lead to risk
to or from the Proposed Development in terms of major accidents or
disasters. Accordingly, the Inspectorate agrees this matter can be
scoped out of further consideration in the ES.

4.7.7

Table 11-
3/Appendix
B

Rail traffic accidents

The Scoping Report seeks to scope out increased risk of rail accidents
because trenchless rail crossing techniques would be used to avoid
affecting railway operation. There would also be close liaison with the
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Inspectorate’s comments

term impacts on the pipeline from subsidence and vibration would be
addressed through the design of the pipeline. As the pipeline would
be buried and the AGI and BVS would be a long distance from the
railway lines, rail accidents are not expected to pose a significant risk
to the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate agrees this matter
can be scoped out of further consideration in the ES.

4.7.8

Table 11-
3/Appendix
B

Accidents on the Shropshire Union
Canal

The Scoping Report seeks to scope out risks to or from the Proposed
Development crossing the canal on the grounds that trenchless
crossing techniques would be used. There would also be close liaison
with the canal operator during construction. As the pipeline would be
a sealed and buried feature the Scoping Report considers that
significant effects on or from the canal waters would not occur during
operation. The Inspectorate notes that the Canal and River Trust do
not agree that, based on the information presently available, effects
on the canal should be scoped out (see Appendix 2 of this report).
Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of these matters or
information demonstrating agreement with the relevant stakeholders
and the absence of a likely significant environmental effect. The ES
should also assess impacts on the safety of canal users and the
structural integrity of the canal unless otherwise agreed with the
Canal and River Trust.

4.7.9

Table 11-
3/Appendix
B

Aviation

The Scoping Report notes that Hawarden Airport is located 530m
south east of the Proposed Development. It states that as the pipeline
would be buried during operation the Proposed Development would
be protected against ground aviation incidents and is unlikely to
contribute to aviation accidents. The Inspectorate agrees that effects
on or from aviation can be scoped out of further assessment.
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4,710 | Table 11- Accidental pollution releases to air | The Scoping Report seeks to scope out effects during construction as
3/Appendix dust and other emissions would be temporary and either controlled
B under relevant legislation or subject to mitigation. The Inspectorate
notes that this matter would be considered in other parts of the ES
and is unlikely to lead to significant environmental effects so are
satisfied that this matter can be scoped out of this section of the ES.
4,711 | Table 11- Accidental pollution releases to The Scoping Report seeks to scope these matters out on the grounds
3/Appendix | land or water that standard control measures would be implemented to manage
B risks of spills or leaks. The Inspectorate notes that these matters will
be considered elsewhere in the ES and are satisfied that these
matters can be scoped out of this section of the ES.
4,712 | Table 11-3 Flood defence failure The Scoping Report seeks to scope out effects from flood defence

failure on the grounds that the Proposed Development would be
designed to include allowances for further climate change predictions.
The risks to the Alcohols Site and Grinsome Road AGIs would benefit
from the existing flood defences. The risk to these structures would
be no greater than that for similar major hazard installations
protected by the same defences. The Inspectorate notes that flood
risk will be considered elsewhere in the ES so agrees that this matter
can be scoped out of this section of the ES.

Other points

Inspectorate’s comments

4.7.13

Section 11.2

Study area

The Scoping Report defines the study area on the basis of man-made
or natural features which could pose a risk to the Proposed
Development. These are stated to be based on information held by
the Applicant and their consultant but there is no further explanation
or justification. The ES must explain the reasoning and/or evidence
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used to determine these distances - a simple reference to
professional judgement will not be adequate.

4.7.14 | Section 11.4

Design, mitigation and
enhancement measures

Where measures are designed to avoid or reduce significant effects
these should be clearly described. If reliance is being placed on the
provisions in the CEMP then as a minimum an outline CEMP should be
provided which contains details of any measures referred to in the ES.
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4.8 Materials and Waste

(Scoping Report Section 12)

Applicant’s proposed matters to Inspectorate’s comments

scope out

48.1 | Table 12-8 Construction and Operation - The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
Impacts arising from the Existing assessment on the basis that the Existing Pipeline Works are not
Pipeline Works (excluding BVS) included in the DCO for the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate

agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES on the basis that
likely significant effects of the Existing Pipeline Works will be
considered in EIAs supporting separate TCPA applications. However,
the Applicant should ensure that potential impacts of the Existing
Pipeline Works are considered in the assessment of cumulative effects
where significant effects are likely to occur.

482 | Table 12-8 Construction and Operation - The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
Impacts arising from the extraction | assessment on the basis that impacts and effects arising from the
of raw resources and the extraction of raw resources and the manufacture of products cannot
manufacture of products be assured with any accuracy. The Inspectorate does not consider the

absence or quality of available information to be an appropriate basis
for scoping matters out of the assessment. Notwithstanding this, the
Inspectorate agrees that this matter can be scoped out, on the basis
that the nature and quantity of materials and resources required to
facilitate construction and operation of the Proposed Development will
be reported in the ES.

483 | Table 12-8 Operation - Impacts arising from The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the

the consumption of material assessment on the basis that impacts associated with routine repair
resources and maintenance activities are considered to be minimal. The
Inspectorate agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES.
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Table 12-8

Applicant’s proposed matters to

scope out

Operation - Impacts arising from
the disposal and recovery of waste
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Inspectorate’s comments

The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
assessment on the basis that materials and waste impacts associated
with routine repair and maintenance activities are considered to be
minimal. The Inspectorate agrees that this matter can be scoped out
of the ES.

4.8.5

Table 12-8

Construction and Operation - the
requirement for a lifecycle
assessment (including embodied
carbon and water) of materials,
site arisings and waste.

The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
assessment on the basis that the effort and resources required to
undertake a lifecycle assessment of these elements is deemed
disproportionate and offers little benefit to the assessment of
significance.

The Inspectorate does not consider the effort and resources required
to undertake environmental assessment to be an appropriate basis
for scoping matters out of the assessment. However, the need for
proportionate EIA is acknowledged.

It is noted that Table 6-3 of the Scoping Report states that embodied
emissions arising from the manufacture and transport of raw
materials to suppliers during construction of the Proposed
Development has been scoped into the assessment. On this basis the
Inspectorate agrees that the requirement for a lifecycle assessment
of materials, site arisings and waste can be scoped out.

With regards to operation, given that potential effects will be limited
to inspections and maintenance activities, the Inspectorate agrees
that this matter can be scoped out of the ES.

4.8.6

Table 12-8

Construction and Operation -
Impacts arising from the
transportation of materials and

The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
assessment on the basis that impacts arising from the transportation
of materials and waste to and from the Proposed Development site
will be considered in the assessment of air quality, climate, traffic and
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waste to and from the Proposed

Development site

transport and noise and vibration. The Inspectorate agrees that this
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matter can be scoped out of the ES on the basis that likely significant
effects are considered in the relevant aspect chapters of the ES.

4.8.7

Table 12-8

Construction and Operation -
Impacts on human health and
controlled waters as a result of
contaminated site arisings

The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
assessment on the basis that impacts arising from the transportation
of materials and waste to and from the Proposed Development site
will be considered in the assessment of geology and soils. The
Inspectorate assumes the Applicant is referring to the assessment of
Land and Soil. The Inspectorate agrees that this matter can be
scoped out of the ES on the basis that likely significant effects are
considered in the relevant aspect chapters of the ES, including the
assessment of Land and Soil referred to in the Scoping Report.

The Applicant should seek agreement with the relevant consultation
bodies regarding the transport and disposal of contaminated
materials during construction of the Proposed Development. The
Applicant’s attention is drawn to the NRW consultation response in
this regard (see Appendix 2 of this report).

ID Ref

Other points

Inspectorate’s comments

4.8.8

Table 12-7

Waste stockpiling/storage

Table 12-7 of the Scoping Report states that the Applicant may
identify areas for stockpiling and storing of waste during construction
of the Proposed Development. The Applicant should ensure that the
location and extent of waste stockpiles/ storage areas are clearly
described in the ES and provide an assessment of this matter where
significant effects are likely to occur.
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4.9 Noise and Vibration

(Scoping Report Section 13)

Applicant’s proposed matters to Inspectorate’s comments

scope out

49.1 | Table 13-1 Construction and Operation — Noise | The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the

and vibration impacts arising from | assessment on the basis that the Existing Pipeline Works are not

the Existing Pipeline Works included in the DCO for the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate
(excluding BVS) agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES on the basis that
likely significant effects of the Existing Pipeline Works will be
considered in EIAs supporting separate TCPA applications. However,
the Applicant should ensure that potential impacts of the Existing
Pipeline Works are considered in the assessment of cumulative effects
where significant effects are likely to occur.

492 | Table 13-1 Operation - Noise impacts arising The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the

from road traffic movements assessment on the basis that road traffic movements during
operation of the Proposed Development are not expected to adversely
affect noise sensitive receptors. The Inspectorate agrees that the
level of traffic associated with the operation and maintenance of the
Proposed Development is unlikely to give rise to significant effects
and agrees this matter can be scoped out of further assessment.

493 | Table 13-1 Operation - Vibration impacts The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
arising from operation of the assessment on the basis that operation of the Proposed Development
Proposed Development is not expected to generate significant levels of vibration. However,

the potential sources and magnitude of vibration produced during
operation of the Proposed Development remains uncertain at this
stage. In addition, there is further uncertainty regarding the location
and design of some elements of the Proposed Development (e.g. AG
and BVS) and their proximity to sensitive receptors. Therefore, the
Inspectorate does not agree that this matter can be scoped out of the
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Applicant’s proposed matters to

scope out
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Inspectorate’s comments

assessment. Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of this

matter or information demonstrating agreement with the relevant
stakeholders and the absence of a likely significant environmental
effect.

Other points

Inspectorate’s comments

494 | Paragraph Mitigation Paragraph 13.4.3 of the Scoping Report describes mitigation
13.4.3 measures that may be implemented during construction and
operation of the Proposed Development, including the installation of
acoustic screening. The ES should address the potential adverse
effects of mitigation measures in the relevant aspect chapters of the
ES (e.g. Landscape and Visual) where significant effects are likely to
occur.
495 | Paragraph Technical guidance The Inspectorate considers that the assessment of noise and vibration
13.9 should also consider technical guidance set out in Technical Advice

Note (TAN) 11: Noise (Wales) where relevant in the ES. The
Applicant’s attention is drawn to FCC’s consultation response in this
regard (see Appendix 2 of this report).
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4.10 Population and Human Health

4.10.1

(Scoping Report Section 14)

Table 14.3

Applicant’s proposed matters to

scope out

Construction - Effects arising from
existing pipeline works

Scoping Opinion for
HyNet North West Carbon Dioxide Pipeline

Inspectorate’s comments

The Inspectorate notes that the dDCO would not seek consent for any
works on the existing pipeline works other than the BVS. The
Inspectorate therefore agrees that these matters can be scoped out
of the ES. However, the Applicant should ensure that the potential
impacts of the Existing Pipeline Works are considered in the
assessment of cumulative effects where significant effects are likely
to occur.

4.10.2

Table 14.3

Operation - Private property and
housing during

The Scoping Report scopes in effects during construction but does not
make any reference to any potential effects during operation. Given
that the location and final dimensions of the AGIs and BVS have yet
to be determined the Inspectorate does not have sufficient evidence
to agree to scope out this matter. Accordingly, the ES should include
an assessment of this matter or demonstrate agreement with the
relevant stakeholders and the absence of a likely significant
environmental effect.

4.10.3

Table 14.3

Operation - Community land and
assets

The Scoping Report seeks to scope out this matter from further
assessment on the grounds that access to community land and assets
will be permanently maintained. The landscape and visual impacts
from the Proposed Development will be assessed elsewhere in the ES.
The Inspectorate agrees that significant effects are unlikely and
therefore this matter can be scoped out of further assessment in this
section of the ES.
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Applicant’s proposed matters to Inspectorate’s comments

scope out
4,104 | Table 14.3 Construction and Operation - The Scoping Report seeks to scope out this matter from further
Agricultural land holdings assessment on the grounds that effects during construction are likely

to be minimal. Land and hedgerows affected by construction would be
reinstated so operational effects are predicted to be minimal.
However, the dimensions and locations of the AGI and BVS have yet
to be finalised. The Inspectorate does not have sufficient evidence to
agree to scope this matter out of further assessment. Accordingly,
the ES should include an assessment of this matter or demonstrate
agreement with the relevant stakeholders and the absence of a likely
significant environmental effect.

4,105 | Table 14.3 Operation - Public access for The Scoping Report seeks to scope out this matter from further
walkers, cyclists and horse riders assessment on the grounds that any affected Public Rights of Way
(PRoW) would be diverted. The Inspectorate agrees that this matter
can be scoped out of further assessment. However, this is on the
basis that the assessment of effects at the construction stage should
clearly demonstrate how PRoW would be diverted, whether the
diversion route would be as accessible for users as the section of
PRoW to be lost and the feasibility of delivering the diversion.

4106 | Table 14.3 Operation - Human health The Scoping Report seeks to scope out this matter from further
assessment on the grounds that significant effects are unlikely.
However, as the locations and dimensions of the AGI and BVS have
yet to be finalised and the noise and air quality assessments have not
been completed, the Inspectorate does not have sufficient evidence
to conclude that significant effects would not arise. Accordingly, the
ES should include an assessment of this matter or demonstrate
agreement with the relevant stakeholders and the absence of a likely
significant environmental effect.

53



Other points

Scoping Opinion for
HyNet North West Carbon Dioxide Pipeline

Inspectorate’s comments

4.10.7

Paragraph
14.2.2

Study area

The Scoping Report identifies study areas based on the guidance in
DMRB LA 112 Population and Human Health. The Scoping Report
states that although the DMRB is guidance on the assessment of road
schemes it provides the best methodology ‘in the context of the
Proposed Development’ but does not explain why this is the case. The
ES should provide a justification as to why this methodology is
appropriate for the assessment of effects on the Proposed
Development.

4.10.8

Paragraph
14.3.5

Community land and assets

It is noted that the list of community land and assets receptors is not
exhaustive. If any healthcare facilities are located in the study area or
access to such facilities would be affected then these should also be
included as receptors in the assessment.
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4.11 Traffic and Transport

4111

(Scoping Report Section 15)

Table 15-2

Applicant’s proposed matters to

scope out

Construction and Operation -
Impacts arising from the Existing
Pipeline Works (excluding BVS)

Scoping Opinion for
HyNet North West Carbon Dioxide Pipeline

Inspectorate’s comments

The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
assessment on the basis that the Existing Pipeline Works are not
included in the DCO for the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate
agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES on the basis that
likely significant effects of the Existing Pipeline Works will be
considered in EIAs supporting separate TCPA applications. However,
the Applicant should ensure that potential impacts of the Existing
Pipeline Works are considered in the assessment of cumulative effects
where significant effects are likely to occur.

411.2

Table 15-2

Operation - Impacts arising from
severance, driver delay, pedestrian
delay, pedestrian amenity, fear and
intimidation and highway safety

The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
assessment on the basis that operation of the Proposed Development
would not be likely to result in increased traffic flow or changes to
traffic composition. The Inspectorate agrees that the level and type of
traffic associated with the maintenance of the Proposed Development
are unlikely to lead to significant effects and agrees that this matter
can be scoped out of further assessment.

Other points

Inspectorate’s comments

4.11.3

Paragraph
15.3.9

PRoW, Sustrans Cycle Network and
Wales Coast Path

The Applicant should describe the current usage and condition of each
PRoW, Sustrans Cycle Network and Wales Coast Path identified in the
baseline assessment and how these contribute to the use of
community land and assets within the study area for the Proposed
Development. In addition, the Applicant should seek agreement with
the relevant consultation bodies regarding the approach to the
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Inspectorate’s comments

assessment and mitigation, including requirements for temporary
and/or permanent diversions of existing PRoW. The Applicant’s
attention is draw to consultation responses from CWCC and FCC in
this regard (see Appendix 2 of this report).

4114

Paragraph
15.8.20

Technical guidance

The Scoping Report states that the thresholds of magnitude have
been based on the DMRB guidance (Volume 11, Section 3, Part 8).
However, the Inspectorate notes that this technical guidance has
been withdrawn. The Applicant should explain why this technical
guidance remains suitable for the purposes of the assessment in the
ES.

4115

Paragraphs
15.3.7 and
15.3.8

Figures - road and rail network

The Inspectorate notes that the Scoping Report does not include a
figure illustrating the road and rail networks likely to be affected
during construction of the Proposed Development. The Applicant
should provide a figure in the ES showing the affected road and rail
network, including the locations of road crossings, in-carriageway
works and rail crossings in the ES.

4.11.6

N/A

Construction traffic

The Inspectorate notes that construction traffic is likely to pass
through or be in close proximity to multiple residential areas,
including small towns and villages. The Applicant should demonstrate
that the route for construction traffic has considered the suitability of
roads for HGVs, particularly those transporting AlLs. The Applicant’s
attention is drawn to consultation responses from Northop
Community Council and Mollington Parish Council in this regard (see
Appendix 2 of this report).

4.11.7

N/A

A55 ‘Red Route’

The Inspectorate notes that FCC have advised that the proposed A55
‘Red Route’ relief road is located in proximity to the Proposed
Development. Although this application is currently on hold by the
Welsh Government, the Applicant should consult with Mid Wales
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ID | Ref

Other points
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Inspectorate’s comments

Trunk Road Agency regarding the potential impact of the Proposed

Development on the delivery of the A55 ‘Red Route’ project. In
addition, the Applicant should consider this project in the assessment
of cumulative effects where significant effects are likely to occur.
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4.12 Water Resources and Flood Risk

(Scoping Report Section 16)

Applicant’s proposed matters to

scope out

Scoping Opinion for
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Inspectorate’s comments

4121 | Table 16-4 Construction and Operation - The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
Water and flooding impacts arising | assessment on the basis that the Existing Pipeline Works are not
from Existing Pipeline Works included in the DCO for the Proposed Development. The Inspectorate
(excluding BVS) agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES on the basis that

likely significant effects of the Existing Pipeline Works will be
considered in EIAs supporting separate TCPA applications. However,
the Applicant should ensure that potential impacts of the Existing
Pipeline Works are considered in the assessment of cumulative effects
where significant effects are likely to occur.

4,122 | Table 16-4 Construction and Operation - The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
Ordinary watercourses upstream or | assessment on the basis that the Proposed Development would not
upslope of the Proposed directly or indirectly affect these waterbodies. The Inspectorate
Development agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES.

4,123 | Table 16-4 Construction and Operation - The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
Ponds and lakes upslope of the assessment on the basis that the Proposed Development would not
Proposed Development directly or indirectly affect these waterbodies. The Inspectorate

agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES.

4124 | Table 16-4 Construction and Operation - The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the

Impacts to public water supply

assessment on the basis that the Proposed Development is not
anticipated to cause this effect. It is noted that impacts on Principal
and Secondary A Aquifers during construction and operation would be
subject to further assessment and therefore any implications for the
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Applicant’s proposed matters to

scope out

public water supply would be considered in the ES. The Inspectorate

Scoping Opinion for
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Inspectorate’s comments

agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES.

With regard to operation, on the basis that the potential effects would
be limited to maintenance and inspection activities, the Inspectorate
agrees that this matter can be scoped out of the ES.

4,125

Table 16-4

Construction and Operation -
Impacts to Manchester Ship Canal

The Scoping Report proposes to scope this matter out of the
assessment on the basis that Manchester Ship Canal is located
sufficiently downstream of the Proposed Development for potential
indirect impacts to be insignificant. However, Figure 3-2 of the
Scoping Report suggests that the Manchester Ship Canal runs
relatively close to the indicative location of the Grinsome Road AGI. It
is not possible to determine from the evidence in the Scoping Report
whether any hydrological connection exists between the AGI location
and the Manchester Ship Canal. The Inspectorate does not have
sufficient evidence to agree to scope this matter out of further
assessment. Accordingly, the ES should include an assessment of this
matter or demonstrate agreement with the relevant stakeholders and
the absence of a likely significant environmental effect.

Inspectorate’s comments

4.12.6

Paragraph
16.2.5

Other points

WFD water bodies

Paragraph 16.2.5 of the Scoping Report states that the assessment
will include WFD water bodies within the Proposed Development
boundary and those likely to be affected. However, the Scoping
Report does not specify a study area in relation to WFD water bodies
or cross reference an existing study area (e.g. 5km downstream for
surface water features). The Applicant should clearly state the study
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Inspectorate’s comments

Other points

area and criteria used to identify WFD water bodies to be included in

the WFD assessment in the ES.

4.12.7 | Paragraph Strategic Flood Risk Assessment In addition to CWCC's SFRA, the Applicant should also consider the
16.3.1 (SFRA) and Strategic Flood conclusions reached in the Flintshire SFCA where relevant in the ES.
Consequence Assessment (SFCA)
4,128 | Paragraph Groundwater impacts The Scoping Report states that the assessment of impacts on the
16.7.8 water environment will follow the guidance in DMRB LA 113. The
Inspectorate notes that this guidance includes a requirement for
groundwater assessment methods to be agreed with the relevant
consultation body. Accordingly, the ES should demonstrate that the
methods used to assess effects on groundwater have been agreed as
far as possible with relevant stakeholders. The Applicant’s attention is
drawn to consultation responses from NRW, the EA and CWCC in this
regard (see Appendix 2 of this report).
4,129 | Paragraph FRA/FCA Paragraph 16.3.18 of the Scoping Report states that the Proposed
16.3.18 Development is located in Zone C1 (benefitting from flood defences)
and that the Dee Estuary and River Gowy flood plains are at risk of
coastal/tidal flooding. The FRA/FCA should include an assessment of
the potential impacts of breach and overtopping events on the
Proposed Development where significant effects are likely to occur.
4.12.10| Paragraphs | Flood Zones Paragraph 3.5.15 of the Scoping Report states that Grinsome Road
3.5.15 and AGI is located in Flood Zone 3. However, the Scoping Report does not
16.3.17. state if this area is high probability (Flood Zone 3a) or functional

floodplain (Flood Zone 3b). In addition, Paragraph 16.3.17 of the
Scoping Report does not describe the flood risk posed to AGIs and
only refers to Flood Zone 2, C2 and C1. The Applicant should ensure
that they provide an accurate and consistent description of the
baseline flood risk for each element of the Proposed Development in
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Inspectorate’s comments

Other points

the ES. This description should clearly distinguish between Flood
Zones, including Flood Zones 3a and 3b where relevant.

4.12.11

Paragraph
16.4.4

Temporary diversions or pumping
of minor watercourses

Paragraph 16.4.4 of the Scoping Report states that the hydrological
regime of minor watercourses will be maintained through temporary
diversion or pumping. The Applicant should provide a clear
description of the location, extent, design and works associated with
the diversion or pumping of minor watercourses in the ES and provide
an assessment of this matter where significant effects are likely to
occur.

The ES should demonstrate that reasonable attempts have been
made to avoid or reduce impacts on diverted watercourses, through
the design of the Proposed Development and/or appropriate
mitigation measures.

4.12.12

Paragraphs
16.4.7 and
16.4.10

Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SubDS)

Paragraph 16.4.7 of the Scoping Report states that SuDS
requirements will be followed for AGIs. The Inspectorate considers
that SuDS requirements should be considered in relation to each
element of the Proposed Development, including BVS and the CP
system, where the drainage environment is likely to be affected. The
Applicant should seek agreement with the relevant consultation
bodies regarding the location, design and management of SuDS for
the Proposed Development and evidence this in the ES. The
Applicant’s attention is drawn to consultation responses from Dwr
Cymru (Welsh Water), United Utilities, FCC and CWCC in this regard
(see Appendix 2 of this report).

4.12.13

Paragraph
16.5.2

Dewatering

Paragraph 16.5.2 of the Scoping Report states that dewatering may
be required during construction of the Proposed Development. The
Applicant should explain of how and where dewatering will be
undertaken and provide an assessment of this matter where
significant effects are likely to occur in the ES. In addition, the
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Inspectorate’s comments

Applicant should describe the requirements for additional abstraction

licenses and a Dewatering Management Plan in the ES. The
Applicant’s attention is drawn to consultation responses from NRW
and the Canal and River Trust in this regard (see Appendix 2 of this
report).

4.12.14

Paragraph
16.7.21

Sensitivity of receptors

Paragraph 16.7.21 of the Scoping Report states that no ‘Very High’
category of receptor sensitivity is proposed. Where the assessment
deviates from established guidance, the Applicant should ensure that
this is clearly stated and suitably justified in the ES. The Applicant
should seek agreement with the relevant consultation bodies
regarding the methodology used in the assessment and evidence this
in the ES.

4.12.15

Paragraph
16.5.2

Existing water and sewerage
infrastructure

The Inspectorate notes that there is existing water supply and
sewerage infrastructure located within or in close proximity to the
Proposed Development boundary. The ES should demonstrate that
reasonable attempts have been made to avoid or reduce impacts on
the existing water supply and sewerage infrastructure, through the
design and layout of the Proposed Development. The location of the
existing water supply and sewerage infrastructure should be clearly
illustrated in appropriate figures in the ES. The Applicant’s attention is
drawn to consultation responses from Dwr Cymru (Welsh Water) and
United Utilities in this regard (see Appendix 2 of this report).

4.12.16

N/A

Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial
Ecosystems (GWDTEs)

The Applicant should provide an assessment of the potential effects of
the Proposed Development on GWDTEs where significant effects are
likely to occur and cross reference the ecology chapter (and vice-
versa) where relevant in the ES.

4.12.17

N/A

Potential sources of contamination

The Applicant should seek agreement with the relevant consultation
bodies regarding the potential sources of contamination included in
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Inspectorate’s comments

the assessment and evidence this in the ES. The Applicant’s attention

is draw to NRW’s consultation response in this regard (see Appendix 2
of this report)

4.12.18

N/A

Potential impacts arising from
operation of the Proposed
Development

The Applicant should consider potential impacts arising from the CO.
pipeline acting as a preferential drainage pathway and the
compaction of soils during operation of the Proposed Development in
relevant aspect chapters of the ES, and provide an assessment of
these matters where significant effects are likely to occur. The
Applicant’s attention is drawn to consultation responses from NRW
and Mollington Parish Council in this regard (see Appendix 2 of this
report).

63



Scoping Opinion for
HyNet North West Carbon Dioxide Pipeline

4.13 Cumulative Effects

(Scoping Report Section 117)

Applicant’s proposed matters to Inspectorate’s comments

scope out

4131 N/A No matters have been proposed to be scoped out

Other points Inspectorate’s comments
4132 17.2.11 Search area for other NSIPs and The Scoping Report states that based on professional judgement the
other projects initial search area will be based on 15km for Nationally Significant

Infrastructure Projects and 2km for other projects. It is appreciated
that this may be an initial step in the process. However, the ES
should demonstrate how the projects identified in the long list reflect
the zones of influence of the Proposed Development as advised in the
Inspectorate’s Advice Note 17 Cumulative Effects Assessment.
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5.0.1

5.0.2
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INFORMATION SOURCES

The Inspectorate’s National Infrastructure Planning website includes links to a

range of advice regarding the making of applications and environmental
procedures, these include:

e Pre-application prospectus®

e Planning Inspectorate advice notes®:

Advice Note Three: EIA Notification and Consultation;

Advice Note Four: Section 52: Obtaining information about interests in
land (Planning Act 2008);

Advice Note Five: Section 53: Rights of Entry (Planning Act 2008);

Advice Note Seven: Environmental Impact Assessment: Process,
Preliminary Environmental Information and Environmental Statements;

Advice Note Nine: Using the ‘Rochdale Envelope’;

Advice Note Ten: Habitats Regulations Assessment relevant to nationally
significant infrastructure projects (includes discussion of Evidence Plan
process);

Advice Note Twelve: Transboundary Impacts;
Advice Note Seventeen: Cumulative Effects Assessment; and

Advice Note Eighteen: The Water Framework Directive.

Applicants are also advised to review the list of information required to be

submitted within an application for Development as set out in The Infrastructure
Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedures) Regulations 2009.

5

6

The Planning Inspectorate’s pre-application services for applicants. Available from:
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/application-process/pre-application-service-for-

applicants/

The Planning Inspectorate’s series of advice notes in relation to the Planning Act 2008 process.
Available from: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-

notes/
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APPENDIX 1: CONSULTATION BODIES FORMALLY
CONSULTED

TABLE Al: PRESCRIBED CONSULTATION BODIES’

SCHEDULE 1 DESCRIPTION ORGANISATION

The Welsh Ministers Welsh Government

The Health and Safety Executive Health and Safety Executive

The National Health Service NHS England

Commissioning Board

The relevant Clinical Commissioning NHS Cheshire Clinical Commissioning
Group Group (CCQG)

Natural England Natural England

The Historic Buildings and Monuments Historic England

Commission for England

The relevant fire and rescue authority Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service

North Wales Fire and Rescue Service

The relevant police and crime Police and Crime Commissioner for
commissioner Cheshire

North Wales Police and Crime
Commissioner

The relevant parish council(s) or, where | Cyngor Cymuned Ysceifiog Community
the application relates to land [in] Wales | Council

or Scotland, the relevant community
council Caerwys Town Council

Whitford Community Council

Halkyn Community Council

Flint Community Council

Northop Community Council

7 Schedule 1 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations
2009 (the ‘APFP Regulations’)
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SCHEDULE 1 DESCRIPTION ORGANISATION

Sealand Community Council

Bagillt Community Council

Hawarden Community Council

Queensferry Community Council

Brynford Community Council

Ince Parish Council

Llanasa Community Council

Thornton Le Moors Parish Council

Saughall and Shotwick Park Parish
Council

Mickle Trafford and District Parish
Council

Mollington Parish Council

Lea By Backford Parish Council

Backford Parish Council

Little Stanney and District Parish Council

Dunham On The Hill and Hapsford Parish
Council

Elton Parish Council

Northop Hall Community Council

Saltney Town Council

Prestatyn Town Council

Trelawnyd and Gwaenysgor Community
Council

Connah's Quay Community Council

Buckley Town Council

Shotton Town Council
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ORGANISATION

Broughton and Bretton Community
Council

The Environment Agency

The Environment Agency

The Equality and Human Rights
Commission

Equality and Human Rights Commission

Royal Commission On Ancient and
Historical Monuments Of Wales

Royal Commission On Ancient and
Historical Monuments Of Wales

The Natural Resources Body for Wales

Natural Resources Wales

The Homes and Communities Agency

Homes England

The Marine Management Organisation

Marine Management Organisation (MMO)

Natural Resources Wales

The Civil Aviation Authority

Civil Aviation Authority

Integrated Transport Authorities (ITAs)
and Passenger Transport Executives
(PTEs)

Merseyside Passenger Transport
Authority and Executive (Merseytravel)

The Relevant Highways Authority

Cheshire West and Chester Council

Flintshire County Council

The relevant strategic highways
company

Highways England

The Passengers Council

Transport Focus

The Disabled Persons Transport Advisory
Committee

Disabled Persons Transport Advisory
Committee

The Coal Authority

The Coal Authority

Office of Rail and Road

Office of Rail and Road

Approved Operator

Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd

The Gas and Electricity Markets Authority

OFGEM

The Water Services Regulation Authority

Ofwat

The relevant waste regulation authority

Natural Resources Wales
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ORGANISATION

The Canal and River Trust

The Canal and River Trust

Public Health England, an executive
agency of the Department of Health

Public Health England

The relevant local resilience forum

North Wales Local Resilience Forum

The Crown Estate Commissioners

The Crown Estate

The Forestry Commission

The Forestry Commission

The Natural Resources Body for Wales

Natural Resources Wales

The Relevant Local Health Board

Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board

The National Health Service Trusts

Health Protection Team
Public Health Wales

Welsh Ambulance Services Trust

Velindre NHS Trust

The Office for Nuclear Regulation (the
ONR)

The Office for Nuclear Regulation (the
ONR)

TABLE A2: RELEVANT STATUTORY UNDERTAKERS?®

STATUTORY UNDERTAKER ORGANISATION

The relevant Clinical Commissioning
Group

NHS Cheshire Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG)

The National Health Service
Commissioning Board

NHS England

The relevant NHS Trust

North West Ambulance Service NHS
Trust

Health Protection Team
Public Health Wales

Welsh Ambulance Services Trust

Velindre NHS Trust

8 ‘Statutory Undertaker’ is defined in the APFP Regulations as having the same meaning as in Section

127 of the Planning Act 2008 (PA2008)
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STATUTORY UNDERTAKER ORGANISATION

The relevant local heath board

Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board

Railways

Network Rail Infrastructure Ltd

Highways England Historical Railways
Estate

Network Rail

Road Transport

Merseyside Passenger Transport
Authority and Executive (Merseytravel)

Canal or Inland Navigation Authorities

The Canal and River Trust

Association of Inland Navigation
Authorities (AINA)

Civil Aviation Authority

Civil Aviation Authority

Universal Service Provider

Royal Mail Group

Homes and Communities Agency

Homes England

The relevant Environment Agency

The Environment Agency

Natural Resources Wales

The relevant water and sewage
undertaker

Hafren Dyfrdwy Limited

Dwr Cymru (Welsh Water)

United Utilities

The relevant public gas transporter

Cadent Gas Limited

Last Mile Gas Ltd

Energy Assets Pipelines Limited

ES Pipelines Ltd

ESP Networks Ltd

ESP Pipelines Ltd

ESP Connections Ltd

Fulcrum Pipelines Limited
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STATUTORY UNDERTAKER ORGANISATION

Harlaxton Gas Networks Limited

GTC Pipelines Limited

Independent Pipelines Limited

Indigo Pipelines Limited

Leep Gas Networks Limited

Murphy Gas Networks limited

Quadrant Pipelines Limited

National Grid Gas Plc

Scotland Gas Networks Plc

Southern Gas Networks Plc

Wales and West Utilities Ltd

The relevant electricity generator with
CPO Powers

Uniper UK Limited

Eclipse Power Network Limited

Last Mile Electricity Ltd

Energy Assets Networks Limited

ESP Electricity Limited

Forbury Assets Limited

Fulcrum Electricity Assets Limited

Harlaxton Energy Networks Limited

Independent Power Networks Limited

Indigo Power Limited

Leep Electricity Networks Limited

Murphy Power Distribution Limited

The Electricity Network Company Limited

UK Power Distribution Limited
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STATUTORY UNDERTAKER ORGANISATION

Utility Assets Limited

Vattenfall Networks Limited

SP Manweb Plc

National Grid Electricity Transmission Plc

EirGrid Interconnector Designhated
Activity Company

TABLE A3: SECTION 43 LOCAL AUTHORITIES (FOR THE PURPOSES OF
SECTION 42(1)(B))°

LOCAL AUTHORITY?®®

Denbighshire County Council

Flintshire County Council

Liverpool City Council

Cheshire East Council

Cheshire West and Chester Council

Halton Borough Council

Shropshire Council

Warrington Borough Council

Wrexham County Borough Council

Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council

9 Sections 43 and 42(B) of the PA2008
10 As defined in Section 43(3) of the PA2008

Page 7 of Appendix 1



Scoping Opinion for
HyNet North West Carbon Dioxide Pipeline

TABLE A4: NON-PRESCRIBED CONSULTATION BODIES

ORGANISATION

Cadw

Welsh Language Commissioner

Trafnidiaeth Canolbarth Cymru (TraCC)

Liverpool City Region Combined Authority

Liverpool Mayoral Development Corporation

Potential future Development Corporations
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APPENDIX 2: RESPONDENTS TO CONSULTATION
AND COPIES OF REPLIES

CONSULTATION BODIES WHO REPLIED BY THE STATUTORY DEADLINE:

Cadent Gas

Cadw

Canal and River Trust

Cheshire West and Chester County Council

DWr Cymru (Welsh Water)

Environment Agency

ESP Utilities Group

Flintshire County Council

Health and Safety Executive

Highways England

Historic England

Mollington Parish Council

National Grid

Natural England

Natural Resources Wales

Northop Community Council

The Office for Nuclear Regulation

Royal Mail

SP Energy Networks

The Coal Authority

United Utilities
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Plant Protection
Cadent

Block 1; Floor 1
Brick Kiln Street
H

We epnone.

Ben Jenkinson

The Planning Inspectorate National Gas Emergency Number:
Temple Quay House 0800 111 999*
Te_mple Quay National Grid Electricity Emergency Number:
Bristol 0800 40 40 90*
* Available 24 hours, 7 days/week.
BS16PN Calls may be recorded and monitored.

Date: 09/06/2021

Our Ref: NW_GW1B_3NWP_029765

Your Ref: EN070007 PT2 (TC)

RE: Formal Planning Application, CH1 6JU Parkgate Road, Mollington, Cheshire West and Chester

Thank you for your enquiry which was received on 04/06/2021.
Please note this response and any attached map(s) are valid for 28 days.

An assessment has been carried out with respect to Cadent Gas Limited, National Grid Electricity Transmission
plc's and National Grid Gas Transmission plc's apparatus. Please note it does not cover the items listed in the
section "Your Responsibilities and Obligations”, including gas service pipes and related apparatus.

For details of Network areas please see the Cadent website ||| | | N QN I

I o' the enclosed documentation.
Are My Works Affected?

Searches based on your enquiry have identified that there is apparatus in the vicinity of your
enquiry which may be affected by the activities specified.

Can you please inform Plant Protection, as soon as possible, the decision your authority is likely
to make regarding this application.

If the application is refused for any other reason than the presence of apparatus, we will not take any further
action.

Please let us know whether Plant Protection can provide you with technical or other information that may be of
assistance to you in the determination of the application.

As your proposed activity is in close proximity to National Grid's Transmission assets we have
referred your enquiry/consultation to our Asset Protection team for further detailed
assessment. We request that you do not commence work or take further action with regards to
your proposal until you hear from us. We will endeavour to contact you within 21 days from the

date of this response. Please contact us at ||| | | b E I ¢ you have not had a

response within this time frame.

Cadent is a trading name for: Cadent Gas Limited National Grid is a trading name for: National Grid is a trading name for:
Registered Office: Ashbrook Court, Prologis Park, National Grid Electricity Transmission plc National Grid Gas Transmission plc
Central Boulevard, Coventry CV7 8PE Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH Registered Office: 1-3 Strand, London WC2N 5EH

Registered in England and Wales, No 10080864 Registered in England and Wales, No 2366977 Registered in England and Wales, No 2006000



Due to the presence of Cadent and/or National Grid apparatus in proximity to the specified area, the contractor
should contact Plant Protection before any works are carried out to ensure the apparatus is not affected by
any of the proposed works.

Your Responsibilities and Obligations

The "Assessment" Section below outlines the detailed requirements that must be followed when planning or
undertaking your scheduled activities at this location.

It is your responsibility to ensure that the information you have submitted is accurate and that all relevant
documents including links are provided to all persons (either direct labour or contractors) working for you near
Cadent and/or National Grid's apparatus, e.g. as contained within the Construction (Design and Management)
Regulations.

This assessment solely relates to Cadent Gas Limited, National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) and
National Grid Gas Transmission plc (NGGT) and apparatus. This assessment does NOT include:

I Cadent and/or National Grid's legal interest (easements or wayleaves) in the land which restricts
activity in proximity to Cadent and/or National Grid's assets in private land. You must obtain details of
any such restrictions from the landowner in the first instance and if in doubt contact Plant Protection.

I Gas service pipes and related apparatus

1 Recently installed apparatus

1 Apparatus owned by other organisations, e.g. other gas distribution operators, local electricity
companies, other utilities, etc.

It is YOUR responsibility to take into account whether the items listed above may be present and if they could
be affected by your proposed activities. Further "Essential Guidance" in respect of these items can be found

on either the ||| o I vebsite.

This communication does not constitute any formal agreement or consent for any proposed development work;
either generally or with regard to Cadent and/or National Grid's easements or wayleaves nor any planning or
building regulations applications.

Cadent Gas Limited, NGGT and NGET or their agents, servants or contractors do not accept any liability for any
losses arising under or in connection with this information. This limit on liability applies to all and any claims in
contract, tort (including negligence), misrepresentation (excluding fraudulent misrepresentation), breach of
statutory duty or otherwise. This limit on liability does not exclude or restrict liability where prohibited by the

law nor does it supersede the express terms of any related agreements.

If you require further assistance please contact the Plant Protection team via e-mail || jjjli]) or via the
contact details at the top of this response.

Yours faithfully

Plant Protection Team
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ASSESSMENT

Affected Apparatus
The apparatus that has been identified as being in the vicinity of your proposed works is:

1 National Gas Transmission Pipelines and associated equipment
1 Electricity Transmission overhead lines
1 Above ground electricity sites and installations

As your proposal is in proximity to apparatus, we have referred your enquiry / consultation to the following
department(s) for further assessment:

1 Land and Development Asset Protection Team (High Pressure Gas Transmission and Electricity
Transmission Apparatus)

We request that you take no further action with regards to your proposal until you hear from the
above. We will contact you within 28 working days from the date of this response. Please contact
us if you have not had aresponse within this timeframe.

Requirements
BEFORE carrying out any work you must:

I Ensure that no works are undertaken in the vicinity of our gas pipelines and that no heavy
plant, machinery or vehicles cross the route of the pipeline until detailed consultation has
taken place.

I Carefully read these requirements including the attached guidance documents and maps showing the
location of apparatus.

1 Contact the landowner and ensure any proposed works in private land do not infringe Cadent and/or
National Grid's legal rights (i.e. easements or wayleaves). If the works are in the road or footpath the
relevant local authority should be contacted.

1 Ensure that all persons, including direct labour and contractors, working for you on or near Cadent
and/or National Grid's apparatus follow the requirements of the HSE Guidance Notes HSG47 -
'‘Avoiding Danger from Underground Services' and GS6 — 'Avoidance of danger from overhead electric
power lines'. This guidance can be downloaded free of charge at http://www.hse.gov.uk

1 In line with the above guidance, verify and establish the actual position of mains, pipes, cables,
services and other apparatus on site before any activities are undertaken.
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GUIDANCE

High Pressure Gas Pipelines Guidance:

If working in the vicinity of a high pressure gas pipeline the following document must be followed:
'Specification for Safe Working in the Vicinity of Cadent and/or National Grid High Pressure Gas Pipelines and
Associated Installations - Requirements for Third Parties' (SSW22). This can be obtained from:

National High Pressure Gas Pipelines Guidance:

Dial Before You Dig Pipelines Guidance:

Working Near National Grid Electricity Transmission equipment:
If you are carrying out any work in proximity to an overhead line or any excavation that may be near an
underground cable then please consult National Grid Technical Guidance Note 287 that can be found at

Further guidance related to underground
cables can also be found at

Standard Guidance

Essential Guidance document:

General Guidance document:

Excavating Safely in the vicinity of gas pipes guidance (Credit card):

Excavating Safely in the vicinity of electricity cables guidance (Credit card):

Copies of all the Guidance Documents can also be downloaded from the || | I anc [ websites.
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ENQUIRY SUMMARY

Received Date
04/06/2021

Your Reference
EN070007 PT2 (TC)

Location

Centre Point: 337094, 371852

X Extent: 1475

Y Extent: 1375

Postcode: CH1 6JU

Location Description: CH1 6JU Parkgate Road, Mollington, Cheshire West and Chester

Map Options
Paper Size: A3

Orientation: LANDSCAPE

Requested Scale: 10000

Actual Scale: 1:10000 (GAS), 1:10000 (ELECTRIC)

Real World Extents: 4120m x 2440m (GAS), 4120m x 2440m (ELECTRIC)

Recipients
pprsteam@cadentgas.com

Enquirer Details

Organisation Name: The Planning Inspectorate

Contact Name: Ben Jenkinson

Email Address |} o'anninginspectorate.gov.uk
Telephone: 0303 444 (3403)

Address: Temple Quay House, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN

Description of Works
Application by Liverpool Bay CCS Limited (the Applicant) for an Order granting Development Consent for the
HyNet North West Carbon Dioxide Pipeline (the Proposed Development)

Enquiry Type
Formal Planning Application

Development Types
Development Type: Development for use by General Public
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Cadent Gas Limited

Your Ref: ENO70007 Ashbrook Court, Prologis Park
Date: 02 July 2021 Central Boulevard
Coventry CV7 8PE

Cadent

Your Gas Network

Submitted via email: hynetco2pipeline@planninginspectorate.gov.uk

Ref: EN070007 - HyNet North West Carbon Dioxide Pipeline - EIA Scoping Notification and
Consultation

| refer to your letter dated 3™ June 2021 regarding the above proposed DCO. Cadent has reviewed the
EIA scoping report provided and wishes to make the following comments.

In respect of existing Cadent infrastructure, Cadent will require appropriate protection for retained
apparatus including compliance with relevant standards for works proposed within close proximity of its
apparatus.

Cadent Infrastructure within or in close proximity to the development

Cadent has identified at this stage the following apparatus within the vicinity of the proposed works:

= High pressure (above 2 bar) gas pipelines and associated equipment
= Medium pressure
] Low Pressure

Should any diversions be required to facilitate the scheme, Cadent will require adequate notice
and discussions should be started at the earliest opportunity. Please be aware 